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Sarah  Niemoeller 
to  deliver 
Yom  Hashoah 


keynote 

By  Michael  Regenstreif 

With  the  Nazis  in  power  in  the 
years  leading  up  to  the  Second 
World  War,  membership  in  the 
Hitler  Youth  brigades  was  manda- 
tory for  so-called  Aryan  teenagers 
living  in  Germany. 

One  young  student  who  re- 
fused to  join  was  Sibylla  Augusta 
Sophia  Baroness  von  Sell,  a 
member  of  an  aristocratic 
Prussian  family  which,  early  on, 
recognized  the  evil  essence  of 
Nazism. 

The  von  Sell  family  was  highly 
engaged  in  anti-Nazi  activity. 
They  helped  run  an  underground 


address 

railroad  dedicated  to  saving  Jews 
from  deportation  to  concentration 
and  death  camps  and  were  in- 
volved in  the  July  20,  1944  plot  to 
kill  Hitler. 

That  young  student,  who  did 
not  graduate  from  high  school  be- 
cause she  would  not  be  part  of 
Hitler  Youth,  is  now  86  years  old 
and  known  as  Sarah  Niemoller. 
She  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  Holocaust  Remembrance  Cer- 
emony when  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
community  marks  Yom  HaShoah 
on  April  20. 

Niemoller  spoke  with  the 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


A pair  of  Queen  Esthers  at  the  Ganon  Preschool  Purim  Carnival  March  6.  See  pages  14- 
15  for  more  pictures  from  Ottawa  Purim  celebrations. 


united  in  prayer  for  Terry  Schwarzfeld 


Community 

Members  of  Ottawa’s  Jewish 
community  and  countless  others 
across  the  country,  including  the 
membership  of  Canadian  Hadas- 
sah-WIZO  (CHW),  have  been 
united  in  thoughts  and  prayers 
for  Terry  Schwarzfeld  this  month 
since  the  news  spread  that  she 
had  been  knocked  unconscious 
and  critically  injured  in  an  at- 
tempted robbery  February  28 
while  in  Barbados  on  a family 
vacation. 

Schwarzfeld  was  airlifted 
back  to  Ottawa  March  4 and  has 


remained  in  a coma  at  Ottawa 
Hospital. 

Schwarzfeld,  60,  a longtime 
CHW  officer  in  Ottawa  and  at  the 
national  level,  was  recently  ac- 
claimed national  president  of  the 
Jewish  women’s  organization 
and  began  her  three-year  term  at 
the  CHW  convention  November 
1 8 in  Calgary. 

Schwarzfeld  and  her  daugh- 
ter-in-law, Luana  Cotsman  of 
Guelph,  Ontario  were  on  an  af- 
ternoon walk  on  Long  Beach 
near  their  vacation  condo  when 


they  were  accosted  by  a man  de- 
manding money. 

When  told  they  had  nothing  to 
give  him,  the  robber  assaulted 
them  with  a piece  of  wood.  Both 
women  were  knocked  uncon- 
scious in  the  attack. 

Luana  regained  consciousness 
while  still  on  the  beach  and 
found  her  mother-in-law  there. 
The  younger  woman  was  treated 
in  hospital  in  Barbados  and  re- 
leased the  next  day.  Her  condi- 
tion has  continued  to  improve. 

Stephen  Cotsman,  Schwarz- 


feld’s  husband  of  37  years,  met 
with  reporters  March  7 to  explain 
the  gravity  of  her  condition.  “We 
know  there  is  significant  brain 
damage,"  he  said.  “The  progno- 
sis is  not  good.” 

The  couple  has  three  sons, 
David,  Luana’s  husband,  Adam 
and  Simon,  and  a one-year-old 
grandson,  Benjamin. 

The  family,  said  Cotsman,  has 
received  much  comfort  from  the 
outpouring  of  support  from  the 
community  in  the  face  of  this 
heartbreaking  tragedy. 


Terry  Schwarzfeld 


Publications  Mail  Registration  No.  07519 


World  Class  Out1. 


Providing  quality  service  

to  the  National  Capital  Region  UkT 
since  19471 


Bm . 


flOUjIUK^l  WA*fHOUVMi 

' t onnmuon  stmncts  in 

744-6444 


744-5767 


CARTIER 

%!0UjmT  4 mmuis  in 


244-7225 


RQYD DQYD 

^JvthOClt  STOHA61  4 


5 ronAf.t  i in 

244-4444 


www.boydgroup.on.ca 


Page  2 - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  23,  2009 


Sarah  Niemoeller’s  path  led  her  to  Judaism 


(Continued  from  page  1 ) 
Bulletin  recently  from  her  home  in 
Philadelphia. 

“My  life  was  never  normal,” 
she  said,  recalling  a childhood  and 
young  adulthood  spent  opposing 
the  Nazis  at  a time  when  her  coun- 
try was  firmly  under  the  control  of 
Hitler’s  regime. 

“My  parents  made  up  their 
minds  early  on  to  oppose  the 
Nazis,”  she  said. 

The  family’s  engagement  in 
anti-Nazi  activity  always  put  them 
at  risk  in  the  repressive  dictator- 
ship. Gestapo  raids  on  the  von  Sell 
home  were  not  unusual. 

“Everything  the  Nazis  said  was 
the  law.  Living  was  dangerous. 
Just  listening  to  the  BBC  or  Voice 
of  America  was  dangerous.” 

She  was  taught  early  on  to  al- 
ways reset  the  radio  to  a German 
station  after  listening  to  those 
broadcasts  in  case  there  was  a visit 
from  the  Gestapo. 

The  plot  involving  members  of 
her  family  to  kill  Hitler  and  re- 
move the  Nazis  from  power  - one 
of  40  assassination  attempts  the 
dictator  survived  - was  drama- 
tized in  the  2008  film  Valkyrie. 
Her  cousin,  Wemer  von  Haeften, 
helped  Claus  von  Stauffenberg 
plant  the  bomb  in  the  room  where 
Hitler  would  be  holding  a meet- 
ing. 

Von  Haeften  and  von  Stauffen- 
berg were  among  those  quickly 
executed  for  their  roles  in  the  plot. 
Niemoeller’s  father,  Baron  Ulrich 
von  Sell  was  imprisoned  and  she 
was  arrested  and  beaten,  but  re- 
leased. 

“I’m  not  going  to  see  it,”  she 
said  when  asked  about  the  film. 
“There  were  too  many  mistakes  in 
the  story.  They  didn’t  ask  [for 
input  from]  the  people  who  were 
there.” 

Still,  she  added,  she’d  encour- 
age others  to  see  the  movie  in 
order  to  get  a sense  of  what  was 
happening  at  the  time. 

After  the  war,  Niemoeller 
moved  to  the  United  States  and 
worked  at  NBC  where  she  met  her 
first  husband. 


In  1968,  she  read  that  Reverend 
Martin  Niemoeller  would  be 
speaking  in  Brooklyn. 

When  she  was  a child.  Rev- 
erend Niemoeller  had  been  the 
von  Sell’s  family  pastor.  He  was  a 
Lutheran  minister  who  quickly 
came  to  understand  the  nature  of 
Nazism  and  founded  the  anti-Nazi 
Confessing  Church  in  1933.  Ar- 
rested by  the  Nazis  in  1937,  the 
minister  spent  a year  in  prison  and 
then  seven  more  years  in  the  Sach- 
senhausen  and  Dachau  concentra- 
tion camps.  Reverend  Niemoeller 
is  most  remembered  for  a poem  he 
recited  during  speeches  he  made 
after  the  war: 

When  the  Nazis  came  for  the 
communists,  I remained  silent; 

I was  not  a communist. 

When  they  locked  up  the  social 
democrats,  I remained  silent; 

I was  not  a social  democrat. 

When  they  came  for  the  trade 
unionists,  I did  not  speak  out; 

I was  not  a trade  unionist. 

When  they  came  for  the  Jews,  1 


remained  silent;  I was  not  a Jew. 

When  they  came  for  me,  there 
was  no  one  left  to  speak  out. 

She  went  to  see  the  pastor  in 
Brooklyn  and  was  instantly  recog- 
nized by  him,  despite  the  3 1 years 
since  their  last  meeting.  Her  first 
marriage  had  ended  by  then  and 
he  was  a widower.  A romance  with 
the  much  older  clergyman  ensued 
and  they  were  wed.  She  returned 
to  Germany  with  him  and  lived  in 
Wiesbaden  near  the  American  Air 
Force  base  where  she  worked  for 
the  Red  Cross. 

Appalled  by  the  Lutheran 
Church’s  . inaction  in  Germany 
during  the  Nazi  era,  Niemoeller 
had  left  the  church  at  the  age  of 
18.  Decades  later,  married  to  a 
clergyman  and  despite  what  she 
describes  as  her  husband’s  “per- 
sonal relationship  with  Christ,” 
she  found  she  couldn’t  return  to 
the  religion. 

After  her  husband  passed  away 
in  1984,  Niemoeller  began  her 
own  spiritual  quest.  In  1990, 


under  the  guidance  of  Rabbi  Al- 
bert Friedlander  at  the  Westmin- 
ster Synagogue  in  London,  she 
converted  to  Judaism  at  the  age  of 
67. 

It  was  on  her  conversion  that 
she  adopted  ‘Sarah’  as  her  new 
first  name. 

Encouraged  by  Elie  Wiesel, 
Niemoeller  has  become  a 
renowned  Holocaust  educator 
who  talks  to  audiences  about  her 
and  her  family’s  experiences  re- 
sisting Nazism  and  fighting  to 
save  Jews  from  the  Holocaust,  and 
about  the  experiences  of  Reverend 
Niemoeller  as  Germany’s  most 
significant  anti-Nazi  religious  fig- 
ure. 

Niemoeller  stressed  how  much 
she  was  looking  forward  to  speak- 
ing in  Ottawa  and  meeting  the 
community  here. 

The  Yom  HaShoah  Holocaust 
Remembrance  Ceremony  will  take 
place  Monday,  April  20,  7:00  pm, 
at  the  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Fam- 
ily Building.  21  Nadolny  Sachs 


Sarah  Niemoeller 


Private,  and  is  organized  by  the 
Shoah  (Holocaust)  Committee  of 
Ottawa,  a committee  of  the  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa.  For  infor- 
mation, call  613-798-9818,  ext. 
276. 


Mailbag 


Israeli  Apartheid  Week 
at  uOttawa 

I toured  the  site  of  the  so-called  Israeli 
Apartheid  Week  (I  AW)  at  the  University  of  Ot- 
tawa (uOttawa)  on  March  3 and  came  away 
with  a healthy  respect  for  well-presented  free- 
dom of  speech.  1 am  not  sure  if  the  University 
Centre  administration  was  responsible  for  the 
understated  presentation  of  this  event,  but 
there  was  nothing  that  assaulted  the  eyes  or 
ears  of  the  public. 

Actually,  the  effect  on  the  viewer  was  rather 
pathetic.  The  exhibition  consisted  of  several 
panels  with  photos  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict  that  were  not  offensive  to  me.  It  was 
manned  by  a quiet,  young  Canadian  student,  a 
member  of  Solidarity  for  Palestinian  Human 
Rights,  who  wanted  to  give  us  some  informa- 
tion on  the  Palestinian  cause.  When  asked  if 
she  had  been  to  Israel  and  could  comment  with 
personal  insight,  she  grimaced  and  said  she 
would  never  go  there. 

The  only  other  info  was  on  a poster,  too 


dark  to  read  clearly,  mentioning  the  five  speak- 
ers who  would  participate  in  evening  lectures 
at  various  venues  including  Carleton,  uOttawa 
and  Library  and  Archives  Canada.  Of  great 
irony  was  the  lecture.  Boycott  Israel , which 
was  presented  in  the  Azrieli  Theatre  at  Car- 
leton, a building  endowed  by  the  Israeli-Cana- 
dian  David  Azrieli. 

The  poster  that  was  deemed  banned  by  both 
universities  - the  Israeli  helicopter  sending  a 
missile  directly  at  a child  holding  a teddy  bear 
- was  nowhere  in  sight. 

For  me,  the  offensive  aspect  of  the  Israeli 
Apartheid  Week  was  the  list  of  25  support 
groups  including  CUPE  Ontario.  OPIRG- 
GRIPO  (Ottawa),  Carleton  University  New 
Democrats,  Raging  Grannies,  Queer  Women 
of  Colour  and  Jewish  Voices  Opposing  Zion- 
ism. 

Otherwise,  uOttawa  has  succeeded  in  di- 
minishing this  odious  exercise  to  a rather  pa- 
thetic display.  However,  as  more  people  are 
aware  of  it  and  speak  out,  my  hope  is  that  it 
will  disappear  completely  in  the  future. 


By  the  way,  at  the  same  time  as  the  1AW 
display,  there  were  other  tables  in  the  Univer- 
sity Centre  promoting  Christians  Outreach 
Program,  CHUO  uOttawa  Radio  and  healthy 
eating.  The  NO  to  Racism  table  had  some 
handouts,  including  pins  that  said  “NO  to  Is- 
lamophobia,  NO  to  anti-Semitism,  NO  to 
racism.”  I am  wearing  that  pin  right  now. 

Evelyn  Greenberg 

Shalom  Bayit  seder  for  women 

It’s  women’s  seder  time  again.  The  rate  at 
which  eager  participants  are  signing  up 
promises  another  capacity  crowd. 

1 relish  this  event  for  many  reasons:  the 
shared  readings  of  Haggadah,  the  gourmet 
meal  and,  particularly,  the  classic  example,  in 
our  Jewish  community,  of  unity  in  diversity. 

Many  thanks  to  Jewish  Family  Services  for 
a venture  of  resounding  success. 

Pearl  Greenberg 

Editor's  note:  See  the  article  on  page  5 for 
information  about  the  Shalom  Bayit  seder  for 
women. 
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Community  builder  joins  Foundation  staff 


Jared  Isaacson,  assistant  director  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation,  brings  a decade  of  experience 
in  Jewish  communal  life  to  his  new  job. 


(OJB  Photo:  Benita  Siemiatycki) 


By  Benita  Siemiatycki 
It  took  Jared  Isaacson  a 
while  to  reach  Ottawa.  His 
journey  began  in  Montreal, 
where  he  grew  up,  and  then 
took  him  to  Toronto. 
Phoenix,  Toronto  again,  Lon- 
don. Ontario,  back  to  Toron- 
to, and  finally,  Ottawa.  It  is 
here,  he  says,  that  he  hopes  to 
settle  down  and  plant  roots. 

Isaacson  was  recently 
named  to  the  newly  created 
position  of  assistant  director 
of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Com- 
munity Foundation. 

He  brings  a decade  of  ex- 
perience in  fundraising,  com- 
munity development  and 
event  planning  in  various 
Jewish  communities. 

Even  during  his  under- 


graduate years  at  McGill  Uni- 
versity, Jared  knew  he  wanted 
a professional  career  in  the 
Jewish  community. 

He  earned  a scholarship 
from  FEREP  (Federation  Ex- 
ecutive Recruitment  and  Edu- 
cation Program),  which  subsi- 
dizes master’s  level  education 
for  people  who  commit  to 
work  for  a minimum  of  two 
years  after  graduation  for  any 
Jewish  federation  in  North 
America. 

After  completing  his  mas- 
ter of  social  work  degree  at 
the  University  of  Toronto  in 
1998,  he  was  recruited  to 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  where  he 
was  involved  in  fundraising, 
young  leadership  develop- 
ment and  the  women’s  cam- 


Canada,  though,  he  realized 
that,  despite  the  winter-free 
climate,  the  American  south- 
west was  just  too  far  away 
from  friends  and  family.  The 
time  difference  even  made 
calling  difficult,  and  visits 
were  rare. 

He  left  Phoenix  and  went 
to  work  for  UJA  Federation  of 
Greater  Toronto  in  June  1 999 
where  his  primary  responsi- 
bilities included  young  lead- 
ership development  and 
fundraising.  Always  seeking 
something  new,  Isaacson  in- 
troduced the  concept  of  Mitz- 
vah  Day  to  Toronto. 

In  September  2001,  Isaac- 
son moved  to  London,  On- 
tario as  executive  director  of 
Hillel  at  the  University  of 
Western  Ontario.  During  his 
time  there,  the  university's 
Jewish  population  increased 
and  he  is  proud  of  making 
Hillel  a recognizable  name  on 
campus. 

“I  really  enjoyed  working 
one-on-one  with  the  student 
volunteers,”  he  said.  “I  tried 
j to  help  them  understand  their 
roles  as  Jewish  community 


members.” 

A major  accomplishment 
at  Western  was  securing  a 
building  on  campus  to  house 
Hillel,  replacing  the  closet- 
sized office  they  operated  out 
of  for  years. 

After  five  years  in  Lon- 
don, Isaacson  moved  back  to 
Toronto  in  2006  to  become 


national  director  of  National 
Campus  Jewish  Life  for  Unit- 
ed Israel  Appeal  Federations 
Canada  where  he  was  respon- 
sible for  providing  leadership 
to  all  the  Hillel  campus 
groups  across  the  country. 

Three  years  later,  he  real- 
ized “I  was  getting  older,  but 
the  students  weren’t.  At  a cer- 


that  old  guy,  the  irrelevant 
guy  who  couldn’t  relate  to 
students  anymore.” 

So  it  was  time  to  get  out  of 
the  campus  portfolio. 

Ottawa  always  appealed  to 
Isaacson  because  of  its  prox- 
imity to  Montreal  where  his 
parents  and  sister  still  live, 
and  because  it  offers  every- 
thing he  wants,  but  isn’t  over- 
whelmingly large.  When  the 
opportunity  arose  to  join  the 
team  at  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation,  he 
jumped  at  it. 

He  views  himself  as  a peo- 
ple person  and  a relationship 
builder.  He  acknowledges 
both  these  attributes,  along 
with  his  knowledge  gained 
through  experience,  will  be 
useful  in  helping  the  Founda- 
tion grow.  In  the  meantime, 
his  short-term  goal  is  to  get  to 
know  Ottawa  in  general,  and 
specifically  the  members  of 
the  Jewish  community. 

“I’m  hoping  to  build  a 
long-term  connection  with 
Ottawa,”  he  said.  “I  want  to 
settle  down  in  this  communi- 
ty and  plant  my  roots." 
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Shalom  Bay  it  women’s  seder: 

Educating  our  community 


about  domestic 

By  Sarah  Caspi 
Jewish  Family  Services 

“This  seder  is  dedicated  to  ail  women  who 
have  suffered  partner  abuse.  At  this  special 
evening,  we  sadly  remember  those  women 
who  did  not  survive.” 

So  begins  the  Haggadah  developed  specif- 
ically for  the  annual  women’s  seder  presented 
by  the  Jewish  Family  Services  (JFS)  Shalom 
Bayit  program,  to  be  held  this  year  April  2. 

The  Shalom  Bayit  seder  allows  women  the 
opportunity  to  learn  more  about  domestic  vi- 
olence, in  the  community-at-large  and,  partic- 
ularly, within  the  Jewish  community.  The 
seder,  led  by  Yaffa  Greenbaum,  is  beautiful 
and  meaningful  and  women  from  all  walks  of 
life  come  together  each  year  to  share  the  ex- 
perience. Please  consider  joining  us. 

The  JFS  Shalom  Bayit  program  offers 
confidential  counselling  to  Jewish  women 
who  have  been  abused  physically  or  emotion- 
ally, whether  they  remain  with  their  partners, 
have  left  them  or  are  considering  leaving 
sometime  in  the  future.  This  year,  we  have 
seen  an  increase  in  women  seeking  our  ser- 
vices. 

Clients  come  to  Shalom  Bayit  in  a variety 
of  ways.  Some  are  referred  from  other  JFS 
programs  while  others  are  referred  by  com- 
munity partners,  both  Jewish  and  non-Jewish. 
The  majority,  though,  are  women  who  call  or 
e-mail  directly  to  ask  for  help. 

We  know,  however,  that  there  are  many 
women  in  our  community  who  have  not  yet 
come  for  help.  Perhaps  they  are  not  aware  of 
our  services,  so  it  is  essential  that  we  contin- 
ue to  promote  our  program. 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  current  financial 
crisis,  the  impact  it  has  on  people’s  lives,  as 
well  as  its  potential  for  increasing  family 
stress.  We  know  of  women,  having  left  abu- 
sive relationships,  who  are  just  making  it  fi- 


violence  issues 

nancially  and  who  are  now  concerned  about 
their  job  security.  We  are  also  aware  that,  with 
the  increase  in  stress,  there  is  the  potential  for 
increased  violence  and  abuse  in  homes.  On 
average,  Jewish  women  stay  in  abusive  rela- 
tionships seven  years  longer  than  other 
women.  Financial  concern  has  been  cited  as 
one  of  the  reasons  it  is  so  difficult  to  leave. 

More  than  ever,  we  need  to  increase  our 
visibility  so  that  women  know  there  is  a place 
to  go.  Along  with  counselling  offered  free  of 
charge  to  women  who  are  in  abusive  relation- 
ships, the  JFS  Shalom  Bayit  program  will  try 
to  offset  some  financial  costs  to  clients  when 
possible.  We  work  closely  with  other  agen- 
cies in  the  city  involved  in  domestic  violence 
issues  and  we  help  women  connect  with  tran- 
sitional workers  and  support  groups,  both  for 
themselves  and  their  children. 

The  Shalom  Bayit  women’s  seder  is  our 
main  fundraising  venture.  This  year,  the  seder 
will  have  a new  feature:  a silent  auction  of 
seder  plates  created  by  local  Jewish  artists. 
Twelve  talented  women  have  donated  their 
time  and  artistic  abilities  to  create  these 
unique  seder  plates.  We  hope  these  plates  will 
help  us  to  raise  needed  funds  as  well  as  help 
to  create  dialogue  at  Passover  seders  through- 
out Ottawa. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Shalom  Bayit  Seder 
will  take  place  April  2,  6:00  pm,  at  Agudath 
Israel  Congregation.  The  silent  auction  be- 
gins at  5:30.  Call  JFS  at  613-722-2225  to  pur- 
chase tickets. 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  is  in  an  abu- 
sive relationship,  call  Shalom  Bayit  at  613- 
722-2225,  ext.  246  or  scaspi@ifsottawa.com. 
We  are  here  to  help.  Remember:  It’s  not  your 
fault.  It's  not  OK.  You’re  not  alone. 

We  also  have  a variety  of  resource  materi- 
als including  pamphlets,  posters  and  book- 
marks. Call  or  e-mail  for  more  information. 


Reform  movement  urges  halt 
to  settlement  growth 


WASHINGTON  (JTA)  - The  Reform 
movement  said  the  new  Israeli  government 
must  stop  the  expansion  of  settlements. 

"We  hope  that  the  new  Israeli  government 
will  work  with  the  new  U.S.  administration  to 
advance  the  cause  of  peace,”  Rabbi  David 
Saperstein,  the  director  of  the  Religious  Action 
Center  of  Reform  Judaism,  said  in  a statement. 
“Israel  must  demonstrate  its  stated  commit- 
ment to  that  goal  by  ending  the  expansion  of 
settlements  in  accordance  with  prior  commit- 
ments made  to  the  United  States  government.” 
The  call  for  the  halt  to  settlement  growth  is 
a reiteration  of  a policy  the  Reform  movement 
has  held  for  a number  of  years.  It  most  recent- 
ly reaffirmed  that  view  in  2004. 

The  movement  also  welcomed  the  “deter- 
mined leadership"  of  U.S.  President  Barack 


Obama,  Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  and  special  Middle  East  envoy 
George  Mitchell  "in  working  toward  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict,”  adding 
that  “the  greatest  contribution  the  United 
States  can  make  to  help  Israel  is  to  help  it 
move  beyond  the  deadly  status  quo  toward  the 
establishment  of  a just  and  lasting  peace  with 
the  Palestinians.” 

The  statement  also  applauded  Clinton’s 
call  for  an  end  to  the  continuing  rocket  fire 
from  Gaza  and  called  on  the  administration  to 
bring  about  the  release  of  Israeli  solider  Gilad 
Schalit,  who  was  kidnapped  by  Hamas  almost 
three  years  ago.  It  also  backed  the  $900  mil- 
lion in  aid  the  American  administration  has 
pledged  to  help  rebuild  Gaza,  with  the  condi- 
tion that  none  will  go  to  Hamas. 


YOM  HASHOAH 
COMMEMORATION 


Keynote  Speaker:  Sarah  Niemoeller, 
Baroness  von  Sell 


Mrs.  Niemoeller's  late  husband  Martin, 
a Lutheran  pastor,  led  the  clerical  resistance 
against  Hitler. 

Her  father  and  two  cousins  were  tortured 
and  executed  for  their  roles 
in  an  aborted  plot  to  kill  Hitler. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  20,  2009  • 7 pm 

The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 

Free  admission. 


A program  of  the  Shoah  (Holocaust)  Committt 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
For  more  information  6 13-798-9818  ext.  276 

www.jewishottawa.com 
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Summer  camp  is  a truly  great  experience 


I am  the  chair  of  Camp  B’nai  Brith  of 
Ottawa  (CBB).  For  me,  it’s  almost  always 
summertime  as  we  plan  and  prepare  our 
camp  for  another  year  of  new  friendships 
and  lasting  memories. 

For  some,  summer  is  cottage  time.  1 am 
not  a cottage  person.  For  me,  summer  will 
always  be  time  for  CBB.  I spent  every 
summer,  from  eight  to  15,  attending  CBB. 
Then  I worked  there  until  I was  24,  from 
counsellor  to  assistant  director.  Every 
summer,  CBB  was  my  home  and  I loved 
every  minute  of  it.  I only  left  because  law 
school  was  over  and  1 had  no  choice  but  to 
grow  up  and  enter  the  real  world. 

Summer  camp  is  one  of  the  truly  great 
experiences  a child  can  have.  Imagine  a 
world  filled  with  sunshine,  sailing  and 
silliness,  an  ongoing  sleepover  with  your 
friends  night  after  night  after  night.  A world 
of  “no  more  school,  no  more  books,  no 
more  teachers’  dirty  looks.”  A world  where 
the  rules  are  less  constraining  than  the  rest 
of  the  year,  where  having  fun  is  the  primary 
rule. 

Jewish  summer  camps  have  all  of  that, 
and  more.  They’re  an  environment  of 
friendships,  laughter  and  life  lessons  that 
encourage  our  kids  to  become,  and  remain. 


affiliated  with  our  community.  Studies  show 
that  sleep-away  camp  is  one  of  the  single 
most  effective  methods  of  promoting 
affiliation.  Because  of  that,  the  Foundation 
for  Jewish  Camping  has  seen  fit  to  bring  its 
campership  incentive  program  to  Ottawa. 
With  the  help  of  some  generous  donors  and 
the  Federation,  we  are  very  excited  to 
announce  that  grants  of  $1,000  per  new 
CBB  camper  will  be  available  for  kids 
staying  3 1/2  weeks  or  more  if  it  is  their  first 
Jewish  immersive  experience  (that  is  to  say, 
they  do  not  attend  a Jewish  day  school  and 
have  never  attended  a Jewish  summer 
camp).  In  combination  with  our  first-time 
camper  discounts,  CBB,  which  has  always 
offered  real  value,  is  even  more  affordable. 

Kids  at  CBB  leam  how  to  do  a huge 
variety  of  things  in  an  atmosphere  where 
they  usually  don’t  even  know  they  are 


learning.  Growing  up  in  a world  with  fewer 
indoor  pools,  and  far  fewer  programmed 
activities  for  kids,  CBB  was  where  I learned 
to  swim,  play  football,  paddle  a canoe,  ride 
a horse,  play  tennis  and  do  tile  mosaics. 

It’s  a world  of  first  camping  trips,  first 
loves  and,  sometimes,  first  jobs.  It’s  even  a 
world  where  kids  voluntarily  go  without 
electronics,  and  the  games  are  not  even 
missed. 

But  CBB  is  about  far  more  than  just  the 
activities.  It’s  about  learning  how  to  live 
with  and  respect  campers.  It’s  about  learning 
about  oneself  and  becoming  independent. 
And  it’s  about  making  lifelong  friendships. 
For  me,  and  for  most  of  the  people  who 
have  ever  attended  CBB,  the  connection 
never  really  leaves  and  is  easy  to  see. 

The  connection  former  campers  feel  is 
plain  to  see.  Three  years  ago.  we  had  the 
first  real  reunion  for  our  camp  in  many 
years.  Three  hundred  people,  from  their  20s 
to  their  70s,  descended  on  CBB  on  a . 
beautiful  June  weekend. 

The  reaction  of  those  former  campers 
was  a sight  to  behold.  They  walked  down 
the  camp's  main  road  with  tears  in  their 
eyes.  Friends,  unseen  for  decades,  were 
quickly  hugging  and  kissing.  For  a brief, 


shining  moment,  hair  grew  back,  tummies 
shrank  and  grey  hair  changed  back  to 
brown.  We  were  all  1 8 again,  and  nothing 
had  changed.  Next  year,  we’re  going  to  do  it 
all  again,  to  celebrate  the  75th  summer  of 
CBB. 

Today  there  is  a huge  variety  of  camps  to 
choose  from.  Some  concentrate  on  certain 
skills,  some  offer  specific  cultural  or 
religious  experiences,  some  are  luxurious 
and  some  are  rustic.  For  parents  thinking  of 
summer  camp  opportunities  for  their 
children,  the  decision  can  be  overwhelming, 
yet  extremely  rewarding  for  both  parents 
and  children. 

Sending  your  child  off  for  a few  weeks 
can  be  hard,  but  the  learning  and 
experiences  your  child  will  have  cannot  be 
duplicated.  In  a world  where  kids  don’t  go 
out  and  play  anymore,  it’s  the  closest  thing 
to  comfort  in  a world  of  over-programming 
that  you  and  your  child  will  find. 

Where’re  the  marshmallows?  I have  a 
mind  to  make  a bonfire. 

Michael  Polowin  is  an  unrepentant 
camper  who  practises  municipal  and 
commercial  real  property  law  when  he 
isn  7 being  chair  of  CBB.  E-mail: 
board@cbbottawa.com. 


Hatred  and  destruction  must  be  removed  from  the  equation 


In  the  past  few  months,  we  have  been 
witness  to  a megadose  of  Israel  bashing 
from  foreign  governments,  academic  institu- 
tions, unions,  student  groups,  etc. 

Thankfully,  there  have  also  been  those 
who  have  stood  up  for  Israel,  including 
many  Canadian  parliamentarians  and,  most 
notably,  the  Canadian  Government. 

A little  while  ago,  I was  privileged  to 
lead  a significant  Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
delegation  to  the  World  Jewish  Congress 
(WJC)  gathering  in  Jerusalem.  The  issue  of 
Durban  II  was  front  and  centre  at  the  confer- 
ence. What  a thrill  and  source  of  pride  it  was 
for  me  to  tell  the  international  delegates  that 
our  country,  Canada,  was  the  first  to  pull  out 
of  the  Durban  II  hate-fest,  even  before  Is- 
rael. And  Canada  was  the  only  country  to 
vote  against  a UN  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion anti-Israel  resolution. 

It  is  important  for  us  to  appreciate  how 
fortunate  we  are  in  Canada,  At  that  WJC  con- 
ference, we  heard  horrible  stories  of  Jewish 
communities  under  siege,  with  governments 
actually  stirring  up  anti-Jewish  sentiment,  and 
boycotts  of  Jewish  stores  being  urged. 

Back  to  Canada.  I have  recently  heard 
criticisms  that  the  Canadian  Government  is 
too  pro-Israel,  that  it  is  not  balanced.  After 
all,  in  any  dispute,  there  are  always  two 
sides  and  it  is  important  to  be  fair. 

There  are  a few  observations  I share  with 
you  on  this  matter.  One  is  the  simple  reality 
that,  although  every  argument  has  at  least 
two  sides,  this  does  not  preclude  the  possi- 
bility that  one  side  is  wrong.  Simply  because 
someone  feels  justified  in  his  or  her  claim 
does  not  mean  he  or  she  is  legally  or  ethical- 


From  the 
pulpit 


Rabbi 

Reuven  P.  Bulka 
Machzikei  Hadas 


ly  correct.  Feelings  are  just  that  - feelings. 

The  fact  that  someone  feels  he  or  she 
should  have  the  iPod  belonging  to  someone 
else  does  not  mean  that  he  or  she  is  entitled 
to  that  iPod. 

More  to  the  point  is  the  specific  situation 
of  Israel.  Anyone  who  has  followed  the  story 
and  history  of  Israel,  from  ancient  times  to 
the  present,  knows  that  we  have  endured 
countless  attempts  to  wipe  us  off  the  map 
and  eliminate  us  from  the  historical  dis- 
course. 

That  is  ancient  history,  recent  history,  and 
present  reality.  As  we  speak,  Israel  is  caught 
between  Katyusha  rockets  coming  from  the 
north  and  Kassam  rockets  coming  from  the 
south,  and  the  clear  and  present  danger  of  a 
nuclear  invasion  from  the  east. 

What  the  groups  attacking  Israel  on  all 
fronts  have  in  common  is  a maniacal  hate  of 
Israel  that  is  hard  for  any  decent  person  to 
understand.  It  is  a hatred  so  venomous  that 
nothing  short  of  completely  eliminating  Is- 
rael will  satisfy  them. 

Yes,  not  everyone  on  the  anti-Israel  side 
is  so  full  of  hatred-unto-death,  but  it  remains 
the  inescapable  fact  that  this  death-rattle  ha- 
tred has  not  been  categorically  renounced  by 
those  who  want  to  negotiate  with  Israel.- And 


the  spillover  of  hate  has  not  been  checked  at 
the  door  with  principled  rejection  by  those  in 
leadership  positions  in  countries  the  world 
over. 

Hence,  an  explosion  of  hate,  the  likes  of 
which  we  have  not  seen  in  decades,  reaching 
even  the  friendly  confines  of  Canada.  Here, 
it  translates  into  ugly  expression,  repul- 
sive verbal  assault  up  to  and  including 
‘Death  to  the  Jews,’  which  has  found  its  way 
to  all  sorts  of  venues,  ranging  from  Parlia- 
ment Hill  to  university  campuses. 

There  is  no  balance  in  this  dispute.  On 
one  side  is  an  almost  desperate  search  for 
peace.  On  the  other  is  an  unrelenting  com- 


mitment to  destroy  Israel  and  to  vilify  any- 
one and  everyone  who  supports  Israel. 

Territorial  dispute  is  one  thing.  Refusal  to 
acknowledge  the  right  to  exist  coupled  with 
an  unbending  commitment  to  destroy  Israel, 
is  quite  another. 

With  this  type  of  imbalance,  there  is  no 
room  for  balance.  Hatred  and  destruction 
must  be  removed  from  the  equation  before 
we  can  even  begin  thinking  of  balance. 

Right  now,  we  are  in  between  Purim  and 
Pesach.  Both  holidays  celebrate  redemption 
from  attempts  to  destroy  Israel.  Let’s  hope 
we  will  have  similar  reason  to  celebrate  in 
the  not  too  distant  future.  . 
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Isn’t  it  ironic:  Boycott  Israel  event  at  Azrieli  Theatre 


In  her  letter  to  the  editor  (page  2) 
about  the  recent  Israeli  Apartheid  Week 
(I AW)  events  in  Ottawa,  Evelyn  Green- 
berg notes  how  ironic  it  is  that  the  IAW 
lecture  on  boycotting  Israel  was  held  in 
Carleton  University’s  Azrieli  Theatre,  a 
facility  endowed  by  and  named  for  David 
J.  Azrieli,  an  Israeli-Canadian  business- 
man, architect  and  philanthropist,  and  a 
past-president  of  the  Canadian  Zionist 
Federation. 

Azrieli  was  bom  in  Poland  in  1922 
and  was  1 7 when  the  Second  World  War 
broke  out.  He  managed  to  escape  from 
Poland  and  made  his  way  through  Russia 
and  Central  Asia  before  arriving  in  Pales- 
tine in  1942.  He  served  in  the  Israel  De- 
fense Forces,  fought  during  the  1948  War 
of  Independence  and  studied  architecture 
at  Technion  in  Haifa  before  coming  to 
Canada  in  1954. 

In  addition  to  his  business  activities  in 
Canada,  Azrieli  has  been  one  of  Israel’s 
most  prominent  developers.  He  built  Is- 
rael’s first  enclosed  shopping  mall  and 
the  massive  Azrieli  Center  in  Tel  Aviv 
bears  his  name. 

You’d  think  that  IAW  organizers 
would  have  wanted  to  avoid  the  symbol- 
ism of  holding  an  event  specifically 
aimed  at  furthering  the  movement  to  boy- 
cott Israel  in  that  specific  venue. 

For  almost  14  years  before  coming  to 


Editor 


Michael 

Regenstreif 


Ottawa,  I hosted  a weekly  folk  music  pro- 
gram on  CKUT,  the  community  radio  sta- 
tion based  at  McGill  University  in  Mon- 
treal. The  station’s  format  is  similar  to 


Ottawa  stations  CKCU  at  Carleton  and 
CHUO  at  uOttawa. 

The  CKUT  schedule  included  pro- 
grams produced  by  and  for  members  of 
certain  cultural  communities,  including  a 
weekly  Jewish  magazine  show.  There  was 
also  a Palestinian  program  I listened  to  a 
number  of  times.  The  show  was  typically 
devoted  to  anti-Israel  propaganda.  Occa- 
sionally, for  a Jewish  perspective , they’d 
interview  someone  like  Norman  G. 
Finkelstein.  The  show  often  called  for  a 
boycott  of  Israel  and  companies  that  do 
business  in  Israel. 

One  day,  I happened  to  see  one  of  the 
producers  of  the  Palestinian  community 
radio  show  in  a coffee  shop.  I couldn’t 
help  but  notice  that,  when  he  turned  on 
his  laptop,  it  was  running  Microsoft’s 
Windows  XP,  an  operating  system  devel- 


oped in  Israel.  Israel  is  the  location  for 
one  of  Microsoft’s  three  international  re- 
search centres.  Microsoft’s  Bill  Gates  has 
referred  to  Israel  as  “a  high-tech  super- 
power.” 

He  connected  to  the  Internet  and  head- 
ed straight  for  Google.  The  technology 
that  runs  Google  ads  - which  is  what  fi- 
nances the  search  engine  most  of  us  use  - 
was  developed  in  Israel,  a centre  for 
Google  R&D.  I don’t  know  whether  or 
not  his  computer  was  running  on  one  of 
the  Pentium  class  chops  that  Intel  devel- 
oped in  Israel. 

Then  he  took  a cell  phone  call.  I can’t 
be  sure  that  his  particular  phone  was 
using  any  technology  developed  in  Israel, 
but  chances  are  it  was. 

I’m  willing  to  bet  that  the  IAW  orga- 
nizers who  held  their  Boycott  Israel  event 
at  the  Azrieli  Theatre  all  probably  use  lots 
of  technology  developed  in  Israel. 

********** 

This  week  marks  the  30th  anniversary 
of  the  Israeli-Egyptian  peace  treaty.  It 
was  on  March  26,  1978  that  Menachem 
Begin,  then  Israel’s  prime  minister,  and 
Anwar  Sadat,  then  president  of  Egypt, 
signed  the  historic  treaty  in  Washington 
climaxing  a process  that  began  with 
Sadat’s  unprecedented  trip  to  Jerusalem 
and  his  address  to  the  Knesset  on  Novem- 


ber 20.  1977. 

Beginning  with  the  War  of  Indepen- 
dence in  1948  - and  continuing  with  the 
Suez  War  in  1956,  the  Six  Day  War  in 
1967  and  the  Yom  Kippur  War  in  1973  - 
Israel  and  Egypt  fought  four  major  wars 
in  the  first  25  years  of  Israeli  statehood. 
Some  time  after  the  Yom  Kippur  War, 
Sadat  came  to  the  conclusion  that  enough 
was  enough,  that  Israeli  statehood  was  a 
reality  that  wasn’t  going  away,  that 
enough  blood  had  been  spilt,  and  he  made 
the  bold  choice  to  pursue  peace. 

Peace  between  Israel  and  Egypt  has 
not  been  a peace  borne  of  friendship  and 
warmth  between  their  peoples.  Rather,  it’s 
been  a pragmatic  peace,  often  described 
as  a cold  peace , between  two  countries 
that  have  wisely  concluded  that  the  alter- 
native is  not  - and  should  not  ever  again 
be  - acceptable. 

Sadly,  Sadat  was  assassinated  in  1981 
by  Egyptian  peace  rejectionists,  just  as 
Yitzhak  Rabin  would  be  assassinated  by 
an  Israeli  peace  rejectionist  14  years  later. 

********** 

Like  so  many  in  the  community,  the 
thoughts  of  all  of  us  at  the  Bulletin  have 
been  with  Terry  Schwarzfeld  and  her 
family  since  we  first  heard  the  news  of 
the  assault  and  terrible  injuries  she  suf- 
fered while  on  vacation  in  Barbados. 


Fire  up  Google  to  find  out  how  long 


News  item:  Amazon.com  has  introduced 
the  Kindle  2,  the  latest  version  of  its  elec- 
tronic book  reading  device,  which  can 
store  up  to  1,500  e-books. 

Amazon  offers  tens  of  thousands  of  titles 
available  for  download  from  its  website. 
Among  the  most  popular:  Dozens  of  differ- 
ent versions  of  the  e-Bible. 

******** 

And  the  almighty  said  “Behold  I have 
given  you  every  electronic  device  which  is 
upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every 
website,  and  all  proprietary  and  non- 
proprietary software  and  all  social  media  - 
to  you  it  shall  be  for  surfing  and  for  inter- 
acting from  afar  and  for  the  wasting  of 
great  eons  of  time.”  And  it  was  so. 

And  behold,  it  was  very  good. 
******** 

Now  die  serpent  was  more  subtle  than 
any  beast  of  the  field.  And  he  said  unto  the 
Woman:  “No  one  will  knoweth  should  ye 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  this  tree.” 

And  when  the  Woman  saw  that  the  tree 
was  good  for  food,  and  that  the  tree  was  to 
be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she  took  of 
the  fruit  thereof. 

But  the  cunning  serpent  had  videotaped 
the  woman’s  fruit-eating  with  his  cell 
phone  and  posted  the  video  to  YouTube  for 


all  creatures  to  see.  And  so  Adam  and  Eve 
were  banished  from  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
and  the  serpent  was  made  to  crawl  on  its 
belly  for  the  rest  of  its  days  and  had  its  In- 
ternet use  severely  curtailed. 

******** 

And  so  Noah  was  commanded  to  build 
an  ark  the  length  of  300  cubits,  the 
breadth  of  50  cubits  and  the  height  of  30 
cubits.  Thus  did  Noah  first  Google 
'cubits’  so  as  to  figure  out  what  size  to 
make  the  vessel. 

Of  every  living  thing  of  all  flesh,  two 
of  every  sort  did  he  bring  into  the  ark. 

And  when  he  Googled  the  local 
weather,  he  foresaw  40  days  and  40  nights 
of  rain. 

And  the  waters  increased,  and  bore  up 
the  ark,  and  it  was  lifted  above  the  earth, 
and  Noah  found  that  the  fancy  GPS  re- 
ceiver he  had  paid  way  too  much  for  on 
eBay  was  of  no  use  in  finding  land. 


******** 

And  Abraham  built  the  altar,  and  bound 
Isaac  his  son,  and  laid  him  upon  the  wood. 
And  Abraham  stretched  forth  his  hand,  and 
took  the  knife  to  slay  his  son. 

And  Abraham’s  mobile  phone  went  off, 
playing  a melody  unfamiliar  to  the  patri- 
arch. And  Abraham  said  to  his  son  “Hast 
thou  been  downloading  ringtones  again? 
Doest  thou  know  how  many  shekels  that 
cost?  Those  wireless  companies  are  rob- 
bing me  blind!” 

And  Abraham  answered  the  phone  on 
the  third  ring,  just  before  it  went  to  mes- 
sage. And  the  angel  on  the  line  said  “Abra- 
ham, Abraham.”  And  he  said,  “Here  am  I.” 
And  the  angel  said,  “Lay  not  thy  hand 
upon  the  boy.”  And  Abraham  said,  “It’s  a 
good  thing  you  called  when  you  did.” 
******** 

And  Joseph  dreamed  a dream.  And  he 
posted  it  as  a note  on  Facebook,  “Behold, 
the  sun  and  the  moon  and  the  1 1 stars 
bowed  down  to  me,”  he  wrote.  And  then 
he  posted  another  note  called  “25  great 
things  I dreamed  about  myself.”  And  then 
he  posted  a picture  of  himself  wearing  a 
coat  of  many  colors.  And  then  - through 
their  newsfeeds  - he  invited  his  brethren  to 
write  comments  underneath  the  photo, 
praising  the  coat.  And  then  he  Facebook- 


a cubit  is 

poked  them  when  they  did  not  respond. 
And  then  he  updated  his  status:  “Joseph  is 
about  to  have  another  great  dream.  Will 
post  more  tomorrow." 

And  all  his  brethren  hated  him  yet  the 
more  for  his  poor  netiquette.  And  they  un- 
friended him  on  Facebook.  And  they  cast 
him  into  a pit  and  sold  him  to  a caravan  of 
Ishmaelites  for  20  shekels  of  silver  using 
PayPal. 

******** 

And  Moses  did  sign  up  for  Twitter  and 
directed  a tweet  to  @Pharaoh.  And  Moses 
tweeted  "Let  My  people  go."  And  Moses 
posted  a link  in  the  tweet  to  his  blog, 
where  Moses  posted  a blog  entry  about 
rivers  turning  to  blood.  And  another  about 
the  borders  of  Egypt  being  smited  with 
frogs.  And  another  about  all  the  dust  of  the 
earth  becoming  gnats.  And  seven  more 
blog  entries  of  even  more  grievous  quality. 

But  Pharaoh  was  old.  And  hardened  of 
heart.  And  he  did  not  even  know  how  to 
use  Twitter.  Lo,  he  still  relied  on  e-mail. 
And  the  occasional  fax. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  all  of  the  land 
of  Egypt  was  plagued  with  boils.  And 
smiting  of  first-borns.  And  massive  cascad- 
ing network  failures. 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario 's 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief 


Page  8 - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  23,  2009 


AGUDATH  ISRAEL 
CONGREGATION 


Friday  Night  Shabbat  Dinner 

Friday,  April  3,  2009 

Please  join  us  Friday  evening 
for  a delicious 

“Pre-Pesach”  Shabbat  Dinner 
and  interesting  speaker 

GUEST  SPEAKER: 

Dr.  Michael  Landau,  dds 
The  World 

of  Dental  Mediations  & Ethics 

Kabbalat  Shabbat  Services 
begin  at  6:00  pm 

Dinner  to  follow  Services  - 7:15  p.m. 

FAMILY  SPECIAL  RATE 

Family  of  4:  2 adults  + 2 children  (6-20  yr) 

= $95.00 

Family  of  5:  2 adults  + 3 children  (6-20yr) 

= $105.00 

Family  of  6:  2 adults  + 4 children  (6-20  yr) 

= $115.00 

Cost 

Adults:  $35.00 
Students:  12-20,  $25.00 
Children:  6-12,  $20.00 
Children  under  6:  Free 

Reserve  a table  or  Reserve  a spot 
Payment  at  Reservations  - Credit  Cards  accepted 
Only  those  with  Paid  Reservations  will  be  admitted 
Supervised  Playroom  Available 

RSVP  to  Barbara  at  the  Shut  Office 
613-728-3501 

Deadline  date:  Wednesday,  April  1 , 2009 
No  refunds  after  this  date 


Ben  Kershman  lies  on  the  floor  during  a rehearsal  of  The  Dybbuk  at  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School  with  (left  to  right)  David  Anzarouth,  Avi  Weiss,  Itzy  Kamil  and  Jon  Golub. 


Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School 
presents  The  Dybbuk 


By  Cynthia  Bates 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School 

Described  as  “ Romeo  and  Juliet  meets  The 
Exorcist , Yiddish-style,”  The  Dybbuk , written 
in  1914  by  the  Belarus-bom  playwright  S. 
Ansky  (Shloyme  Zanvl  Rappoport),  has  con- 
tinued to  intrigue  theatre  aficionados  for 
decades  since  it  was  first  penned.  Google  it 
and  you  will  learn  that  The  Dybbuk  has  had  at 
least  half  a dozen  incarnations  - from  stage  to 
screen  to  puppet  theatre  to  television  movie, 
including  a radio  play  featuring  the  voice  of 
Ed  Asner.  Like  some  of  Shakespeare’s  better- 
known  plays,  Ansky 's  original  Dybbuk  has 
been  adapted  by  a number  of  playwrights  to 
extract  the  essence  of  the  story  they  wanted  to 
tell  / 

Qn  April  1,  2 and  5,  Yitzhak  Rabin  High 
School  (YRHS)  will  present  The  Dybbuk,  as 
adapted  and  directed  by  Jack  Messinger.  Un- 
like the  original  Ansky  play  with  its  legions 
of  characters,  or  a version  performed  by  a San 
Diego  company  in  which  two  actors  played 
all  the  pivotal  roles,  Messinger  has  identified 
15  essential  characters  for  this  version  of  the 
fascinating  tale. 

The  play,  set  in  a late- 19th  century  Polish 
village,  focuses  on  the  love  story  between  a 
poor  young  rabbi  named  Chanan  (Ben  Kersh- 
man) and  Leah  (Taylor  Siegel),  daughter  of 
the  town’s  wealthiest  man  and  patron  of  the 
local  synagogue  where  Chanan  studied. 
Sender  (Jon  Golub),  Leah’s  father,  desiring  a 
materially  advantageous  marriage  for  his 
daughter,  arranges  for  her  to  wed  the  imma- 
ture son  - a mama’s  boy  - of  a wealthy  man. 
Upon  learning  of  the  engagement,  Chanan, 
who  has  been  fasting,  studying  the  mystical 
Kabbalah  and  calling  upon  dark  powers  to 
bring  Leah  to  him.  dies. 

A few  months  later,  as  the  wedding  cele- 
brations get  underway,  the  pining  and  forlorn 
Leah  becomes  possessed  by  a dybbuk,  a wan- 


dering soul,  and  refuses  to  wed  her  betrothed. 
The  second  act  is  concerned  with  the  attempt- 
ed exorcism  by  the  ancient  and  famous  Rabbi 
Azriel  of  Mirapole  (community  thespian  Moe 
Romanow). 

But,  before  the  exorcism  can  be  per- 
formed, a mystery  must  be  solved.  Why  was 
the  innocent  maiden  possessed  in  the  first 
place?  The  Messenger  (Michaela  Sadinsky), 
an  ethereal  creature  -who  appears  throughout 
the  play  to  deliver,  not  surprisingly,  important 
messages  - holds  a revealing  clue  to  the  mys- 
tery’s resolution. 

Look  for  YRHS  teachers  Avi  Weiss  and 
Daphne  Shani  taking  on  roles  in  the  produc- 
tion. Other  student  cast  members  include 
David  Anzarouth,  Itzy  Kamil,  Hadar  Moaz, 
Shirley  Argoetti.  Sarah-ldit  Prizant,  Adam 
Sadinsky,  Corinne  Baray  and  Jacob  Landau. 

This  production  marks  YRHS’s  initial 
foray  into  the  Cappies  (Critics  and  Awards 
Program),  an  organization  that  promotes  high 
school  theatre  in  cities  across  North  America. 
This  is  the  fourth  year  Ottawa  has  participat- 
ed in  the  Cappies  and  Yitzhak  Rabin  joins  30 
other  area  high  schools  taking  part. 

Student  critics  from  the  other  Cappies 
schools  will  be  in  attendance  April  1 at 
YRHS’s  opening  night  presentation  of  The 
Dybbuk.  Undoubtedly,  they  will  be  asking 
themselves  questions  such  as:  Will  justice  be 
done?  And  will  true  love  prevail? 

Come  and  learn  the  answers  to  these  and 
other  intriguing  questions  by  attending  one  of 
three  public  performances  of  The  Dybbuk  in 
the  YRHS/Hillel  school  gym,  Wednesday- 
Thursday,  April  1-2,  7:00  pm,  and  Sunday, 
April  5,  2:00  pm,  when  the  stage  will  be 
transformed  into  a century-old  synagogue 
and  village.  Tickets  are  $12  for  adults  and  $8 
for  students,  18  and  under.  Call  613-727- 
0420,  ext.  343.  The  play  may  not  be  suitable 
for  children  under  10.  Seating  is  limited. 
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More  than  trees 
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Serious  water  shortage  looms  in  Israel: 
JNF  is  helping 

By  endowing  the  Barbara  Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg 
Reservoir  at  Mishmar  HaYarden  located  north  of  Lake 
Kinneret  at  the  2008  JNF  Ottawa  Negev  Dinner,  the  Ot- 
tawa community  played  a significant  role  in  addressing 
a growing  water  crisis  in  Israel. 

The  struggle  to  obtain  water  for  agriculture  is  be- 
coming more  acute  because  of  the  extremely  serious 
water  crisis.  There  has  not  been  a month  of  January  on 
record  with  as  little  rain  as  there  was  this  year.  Israel 
will  only  be  able  to  pump  50  million  cubic  metres  out 
of  the  Kinneret  this  year. 

So,  for  agriculture  to  survive,  Israel  must  recycle  ef- 
fluent for  agricultural  use.  Rainfall,  to  date,  in  most  of 
the  country,  has  been  far  lower  than  average.  And  this 
follows  years  of  low  rainfall. 

With  even  average  rainfall,  the  Kinneret’s  water 
level  will  be  only  20  to  30  centimetres  above  the  red 
line  by  the  end  of  the  month.  The  way  from  there  to  the 
black  line,  where  all  pumping  must  stop,  is  short  and 
fast. 

JNF  is  a central  player  in  the  nation-wide  effort  in 
Israel  to  address  the  water  crisis.  On  January  13,  2009, 
KKL-JNF  dedicated  the  Ma’ayan  Tzvi  water  reservoir 
in  the  north  of  Israel.  The  reservoir  will  provide  12  mil- 
lion cubic  metres  of  purified  effluent  to  irrigate  local 
agricultural  fields  and  will  thus  help  to  alleviate  the 
water  shortage  in  Israel. 

According  to  KKL-JNF  World  Chairman  Efi  Stent- 
zler,  “the  agricultural  fields  continuing  existence  is 
vital  and  critical  for  the  State  of  Israel.  This  is  why  we 
have  built  over  200  water  reservoirs,  which  provide 
more  than  40  per  cent  of  the  water  needed  for  agricul- 
ture. 

“This  reservoir,  along  with  its  ‘twin  sister'  and  the 
sewage  purification  plant  located  next  to  it,  brings 
triple  gain:  they  collect  the  sewage  of  the  Carmel  beach 
communities,  thereby  averting  pollution  of  the  streams 
and  the  ocean;  they  provide  water  for  agriculture  for  the 
farmers;  and,  lastly,  they  harvest  the  floodwaters  of 
Nahai  Dalia,  thus  increasing  the  water  in  the  reservoirs 
and  improving  its  quality.” 

The  dedication  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  to 
supporting  JNF  projects  in  Israel  that  enable  agriculture 
and  preserve  and  enhance  the  environment  was  shown 
yet  again  this  year  in  your  outstanding  response  to  our 
annual  Tu  Bi’Shevat  Telethon. 

Ottawa  JNF  and  JNF  Canada  appreciate  the  excep- 
tional support  of  this  community  for  Israel  and  thanks 
you  again. 


Sefer  Bar  Mitzvah/Bat  Mitzvah 
Inscription 

Abraham  Joseph  Taylor  by  his  proud  parents, 
Susie  Weisman  and  Jeff  Taylor. 


On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An  attrac- 
tive card  is  sent  to  the  recipient. 
To  order,  call  the  JNF  office 
(613.798.2411). 


Film  on  European  anti-Semitism  and  Dershowitz’s 


Case  for  Israel  to  be  screened  April  13 


Alan  Dershowitz  (left)  talks  with  MP  Irwin  Cotier  in  a scene  from  The  Case 
for  Israel. 


By  Fred  Litwin 
Free  Thinking  Film  Society 

Ottawa’s  Free  Thinking  Film  Society 
is  turning  its  attention  to  Israel  and  anti- 
Semitism  with  a double  feature 
presentation  of  The  Monster  Among  Us, 
a look  at  the  alarming  rise  of  anti- 
Semitism  in  Europe,  and  The  Case  for 
Israel , Alan  Dershowitz’s  new  film 
defending  the  legitimacy  of  Israel  and 
its  right  to  self-defence. 

The  films  will  be  screened  Monday, 
April  13,  6:30  pm,  at  Library  and 
Archives  Canada,  395  Wellington 
Street.  Admission  is  $10  and  a panel 
discussion,  between  the  two  films,  is 
being  planned. 

The  Monster  Among  Us  includes 
excerpts  from  footage  shot  in  Germany, 
Hungary,  France,  England,  Holland  and 
Belgium.  Anti-Semitism  in  Europe  has 
become  increasingly  violent  in  recent 
years.  Although  the  film  was  produced 
before  the  war  in  Gaza,  the  situation  has 
worsened  since  then. 

The  Case  for  Israel  is  based  on 
Dershowitz’s  book  of  the  same 
name.  No  one  defends  Israel  quite  like 
Dershowitz,  and  he  convincingly 
refutes  deeply  entrenched  mis- 
perceptions about  Israel’s  history,  how 
Israel  is  governed,  the  security  fence 
and  Israel’s  military  conduct  in  the  face 
of  terrorist  attacks.  Among  the  many 
people  interviewed  in  the  film  are 
Phyllis  Chesler,  Irwin  Cotier,  Benjamin 
Netanyahu,  Tzipi  Livni,  Shimon  Peres, 
Natan  Sharansky,  Dennis  Ross, 
Caroline  Glick  and  Benny  Morris. 


We  decided  to  bring  these  films  to 
Ottawa  before  the  war  in  Gaza 
started.  We  felt  it  was  important  to  see 
what  is  happening  in  Europe  and  for 
people  to  understand  why  Israel  is  a 
beacon  of  democracy.  The  war  in  Gaza 
makes  these  films  even  more  important. 

I founded  the  Free  Thinking  Film 
Society  in  Ottawa  because  I had  noticed 
that  Michael  Moore’s  Fahrenheit  9/11 
had  played  all  over  Ottawa,  but  several 
counter-documentaries  never  seemed  to 
play  here.  I sent  an  email  to  the 
ByTowne  Theatre  about  one  such 
documentary  and  they  replied  that  they 
had  no  real  interest.  It  was  clear  that  the 
only  way  I would  see  these  sort  of  films 
play  here  was  by  forming  a film  society 
to  bring  them  in. 


Our  first  presentation,  in  January 
2007,  was  Obsession,  a film  about 
radical  Islam.  We  rented  the  Rainbow 
Cinema  in  the  St.  Laurent  Shopping 
Centre,  paid  the  fee  and  started 
promoting  the  film.  About  two  weeks 
before  the  event,  I received  an  email 
from  the  Rainbow  cancelling  the  film 
because  a former  university  professor 
sent  an  email  claiming  the  film 
maligned  Muslims.  Fortunately,  I was 
able  to  get  the  venue  changed  in  time, 
and  got  some  publicity  out  of  it. 

The  Monster  Among  Us  and  The 
Case  for  Israel  will  be  our  sixth  film 
presentation. 

For  more  information,  visit 
freethinkingfdms.com  or  contact  me  at 
fred.  litwin@gmail.  com. 


retire 


Discover  an  independent  lifestyle 
which  is  enhanced  by  our  superb  service. 

We  do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  the  leisure  time  to 
enjoy  everything  Central  Park  Lodge  has  Co  offer. 


CENTRAL  PARK  LODGES 

RETIREMENT. RESIDENCES 

'“(Oii/ri  iiciiiy  Q/oei 

2370  & 2374  Carling  Avenue  (613)820-7333 
www.reveraliving.com 
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Volunteer  spotlight 

Despite  challenges,  Hillel  Carleton  leader  enjoys  her  role 


By  Benita  Siemiatycki 

Despite  a busy  schedule 
as  a second  year  university 
student  majoring  in  political 
science  and  international  re- 
lations, an  author,  a Masters 
level  swimmer  and  a swim 
instructor,  Chelsea  Sauve  has 
taken  on  another  big  job.  She 
is  the  president  of  Hillel  Car- 
leton, the  organization  repre- 
senting Jewish  students  at 
Carleton  University. 

So  far,  her  presidency 
hasn’t  been  easy.  In  the  fall, 
Hillel  was  thrust  into  difficult 
territory  when  the  Ontario 
Public  Interest  Research 
Group  (OP1RG)  - citing  Hil- 
lel’s  Zionist  stance  - refused 
to  co-sponsor  a Hillel  event 
featuring  a Ugandan  Jewish 
leader.  Then  the  Israeli  mili- 
tary action  this  winter  in 
Gaza  spawned  a marked  in- 
crease in  anti-Zionist,  and 
even  anti-Semitic  activities 
on  campus.  Hillel  Carleton, 
like  other  Jewish  students' 
groups  across  North  Ameri- 
ca, had  to  fend  off  attacks  on 
Israel  that  were  often  tinged 
with  anti-Semitic  sentiments. 
The  recent  Israeli  Apartheid 
Week  was  the  latest  on-cam- 


pus activity  confronting  Hil- 
lel. An  offensive  Israeli 
Apartheid  Week  poster  was 
banned  by  the  administra- 
tions of  both  Carleton  and  the 
University  of  Ottawa  spark- 
ing protests  and  controversy 
that  made  headlines  around 
the  world. 

All  that  to  say,  at  the  ten- 
der age  of  19,  Chelsea  has 
faced  challenges  that  would 
make  most  people  run  in  the 
opposite  direction,  regardless 
of  their  age.  Instead,  Chelsea 
says,  she’s  grown  from  these 
experiences  and  is  a better 
leader  as  a result. 

When  she  assumed  the 
presidency,  she  had  ideas 
about  programming,  promot- 
ing tzedakah  and  engaging 
Jewish  youth.  But  recent 
events  forced  her  to  learn 
public  relations  on  the  fly, 
particularly  about  defending 
the  Israeli  viewpoint.  She 
didn't  expect  the  job  to  be  as 
political  as  it’s  turned  out  to 
be,  or  as  time-consuming. 
But  she  has  no  regrets  about 
taking  on  the  president's  job. 
Dealing  with  students,  op- 
posing activists  and  universi- 
ty administrators,  Chelsea  is 


honing  her  communication 
skills  at  all  levels. 

She  now  understands 
what  is  entailed  in  heading 
up  an  organization.  The 
greatest  lesson  she’s  learned 
is  that  “I  have  to  make  deci- 
sions based  on  what’s  best 
for  the  organization,  and  not 
what’s  best  for  individuals. 
In  this  position,  you  cannot 
please  everyone.” 

As  part  of  her  position, 
Chelsea  received  training  on 
how  to  advocate  for  Israel. 
She  has  been  forced  to  define 
Zionism  for  herself,  which  is 
an  important  aspect  of  being 
a Jewish  leader,  she  believes, 
“so  that,  when  you're  advo- 
cating, you’re  advocating  for 
something  you  believe  in.” 

During  the  winter  beak, 
Chelsea  attended  the  World 
Union  of  Jewish  Students 
conference  in  Israel,  where 
she  met  other  Jewish  student 
leaders  from  all  comers  of 
the  world. 

One  of  her  most  special 
moments  there  came  when 
the  group  recited  the  bless- 
ings over  the  Chanukah  can- 
dles. No  matter  where  they 
came  from,  she  says,  they  all 
sang  the  same  tune. 

Chelsea  credits  her  moth- 
er, Suzi  Sauve,  and  her  grand- 
parents, Debi  and  David 
Shore,  for  instilling  Jewish 
values  and  the  desire  to  help 
others.  Debi  is  a regular  vol- 
unteer at  Hillel  Lodge. 

“My  grandparents  in- 
stilled my  Jewish  identity, 
the  love  I have  for  Judaism 
and  the  way  that  I define  Ju- 
' daism  for  myself,”  she  says. 


^ Congregation  Beth  Shalom 

^ 151  Chapel  Street 

Community  Passover  Seder 

Come  and  join  Cantor  Benlolo  and  his  family  as  he  adds  a new  twist 
to  our  Passover  Seder  while  keeping  old  traditions. 

Thursday,  April  9,  2009  • 6:45  p.m. 

Fully  Kosher  for  Pesach  meal  catered  by  Creative  Kosher  Catering 
Under  Supervision  of  the  Vaad  HaKashrut 

tickets:  $40.00  / Adult  ; $20.00  / Children  under  12 
Reserved  Seating  Only 
Supervised  Playroom  Available 

RSVP  to  the  Congregation  Beth  Shalom  Office  at 
613-789-3501  ext.  223  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
by  Thursday  April  2,  2009 


Chelsea  Sauve  balances  a busy  schedule  of  full-time 
studies  and  other  activities  with  the  presidency  of  Hillel 
Carleton.  (OJB  Photo:  Benita  Siemiatycki) 


“And  they  encourage  me  to 
continue  the  process.” 

Every  Friday  night, 
Chelsea  frees  her  calendar  to 
be  at  the  Shabbat  table  with 
her  extended  family. 

“My  family  is  my  number 
one  priority  in  my  life. 


Sometimes  I have  to  readjust 
my  focus.” 

Chelsea  also  loves  to  read. 
So  much  so,  that  she  is  at- 
tempting to  ignite  a love  of 
books  in  teenage  boys  by 
writing  a book  for  that  group. 
She’s  in  her  second  editing 


stage  and  will  soon  contact 
publishers.  Asked  how  she 
could  get  into  the  minds  of 
boys,  she  points  to  her  long- 
time observations  of  younger 
brother  Corey  and  his  friends. 

Despite  her  overwhelm- 
ing schedule,  Chelsea  also 
achieves  very  good  grades. 
But  finding  the  balance  be- 
tween all  her  activities  is  dif- 
ficult, she  concedes.  Her  fu- 
ture is  likely  to  include  law 
school  and  working  in  the 
areas  of  human  rights  and  in- 
ternational law,  but  not  in  the 
Middle  East. 

“I’m  so  personally  at- 
tached to  it  [Israel],  I don’t 
know  if  I can  pursue  that  pro- 
fessionally as  a career 
choice,”  Chelsea  explains. 
No  doubt  being  president  of 
Hillel  Carleton  is  invaluable 
training  for  whatever  lies 
ahead. 

Benita  Siemiatycki  of  the 
Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre 
profiles  community  volun- 
teers in  the  Bulletin.  Many 
organizations  are  in  desper- 
ate need  of  volunteers.  Call 
the  InfoCentre  at  613-798- 
4644 Jor  information. 


Jewish  groups  laud 
Obama  stem  cell  order 


WASHINGTON  (JTA)  - Jewish  groups 
applauded  American  President  Barack 
Obama’s  decision  to  lift  the  executive  order 
restricting  federal  funding  for  embryonic 
stem  cell  research. 

"We  wholeheartedly  thank  President 
Obama  for  his  action  on  this  important 
issue,”  said  Nancy  Falchuk,  Hadassah’s  U.S. 
national  president,  of  the  March  9 decision. 
“Those  suffering  from  debilitating  diseases 
and  disorders  for  which  stem  cell  research 
holds  great  promise  now  have  a renewed 
sense  of  hope.” 

The  Orthodox  Union  (OU)  and  B’nai 
B'rith  International  also  praised  Obama. 
Nathan  Diament,  OU  public  policy  director, 
said  “the  traditional  Jewish  perspective”  em- 
phasizes that  “the  potential  to  save  and  heal 
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BLOOMFIELDS 


FLOWERS 

Unique  and  beautiful  hand-tied  bouquets  and  floral 
arrangements.  Distinctive  weddings  and  events. 
101  Fourth  Avenue  | 613-230-6434 
www.bloomfieldsflowers.com 


human  lives  is  an  integral  part  of  valuing 
human  life.  Stem  cell  research  is  consistent 
with  and  serves  these  moral  and  noble 
goals.” 

“Scientists  have  had  to  devote  much  of 
their  time  to  figuring  out  how  to  do  their  re- 
search while  complying  with  the  restrictions,” 
said  Rachel  Goldberg,  B’nai  B’rith  Interna- 
tional's director  of  aging  policy.  “Unlocking 
federal  dollars  for  research  will  knock  down 
critical  barriers  our  top  researchers  have  faced 
and  allow  them  to  go  back  to  what  they  do 
best  - making  discoveries.” 

In  2001,  then-president  George  W.  Bush 
said  federal  funding  for  embryonic  stem  cell 
research  could  be  used  only  on  a small  num- 
ber of  stem  cell  lines  in  existence  at  the  time. 
In  2007,  he  vetoed  a bill  that  would  have  al- 
lowed frozen  embryos  to  be 
used  for  research. 

Proponents  of  embryonic 
stem  cell  research  believe 
it  can  be  used  to  find 
cures  for  Parkinson’s 
and  Alzheimer’s  diseases, 
among  other  illnesses.  Crit- 
ics believe  that  destroying 
embryos  while  performing 
such  research  is  equivalent 
to  destroying  human  life. 
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Batsheva  dancers  launch  celebration  of  60  years 


By  Norm  Barwin, 
President 
Canada-Israel 

Cultural  Foundation 

A year-long  celebration 
marking  60  years  of  diplo- 
matic relations  and  friend- 
ship between  Canada  and  Is- 
rael got  underway  February 
12  when  Israel’s  Batsheva 
Dance  Company  thrilled  a 
full  house  in  the  National 
Arts  Centre  Theatre  Hall 
with  its  innovative  perfor- 
mance. 

The  Batsheva  Dance 
Company  was  founded  in 
1 964  by  Martha  Graham  and 
Baroness  Batsheva  de  Roth- 
schild. 

Led  by  artistic  director 
Ohad  Naharin  and  choreog- 
rapher Sharon  Eyol,  the  coitk 
pany’s  65  members  includes 
dancers,  a technical  crew  and 
administrators  driven  by  a vi- 
sion to  excel  in  art  and  to 


Norm  Barwin,  president  of  the  Canada-Israel  Cultural  Foundation  (left),  with  three 
members  of  the  Batsheva  Dance  Company,  Israeli  Ambassador  Miriam  Ziv  and  Cathy 
Levy,  producer  of  dance  programming  at  the  National  Arts  Centre  during  a reception 
following  the  Batsheva  performance  February  12. 


strengthen  common  human 
values  through  the  power  of 


creativity. 
The  17 


international 


dancers  performed  Sholosh. 
three  short  works  showing 


Naharin’s  creative  genius. 
All  three  dances  are  based  on 
the  principles  of  Gaga , de- 
scribed by  Natasha  Gauthier 
in  the  Ottawa  Citizen  as  “a 
creative  language  of  Na- 
harin’s own  invention  that 
Batsheva's  dancers  train  in 
daily.”  Gaga  ‘'attempts  to 
teach  heightened  body 
awareness  through  repetitive 
but  increasingly  layered  and 
expanding  movements.” 

The  first  of  Sholosh 's 
movements  is  “Bellus,” 
which  uses  a recording  of 
Bach’s  “Goldberg  Varia- 
tions” to  accompany  a series 
of  solo  and  duet  pieces.  The 
movement’s  highlight  was 
the  pas  de  deux,  an  intimate 
and  beautiful  intertwining  of 
two  dancers. 

In  “Humus,"  the  middle 
movement,  Gauthier  de- 
scribed the  dancers  as  “mov- 
ing in  unison  to  a barely  au- 


dible, gently  pulsating  score 
by  Brian  Eno.”  It  included  “a 
welcome  touch  of  levity” 
with  a television  showing  a 
close-up  of  a dancer’s  face  as 
he  “describes  the  perfor- 
mance in  archly  simple 
terms.” 

In  “Secus,"  the  final  and 
longest  movement,  the 
dancers  demonstrated  their 
agility  and  physicality  in  an 
exciting  choreography  of 
leaps,  twists  and  unique 
poses  which  ended  the  per- 
formance with  a sense  of 
breathlessness.  It  was  an  ex- 
perience the  audience  will 
long  remember  with  admira- 
tion and  pleasure. 

Following  the  perfor- 
mance, a reception  was  host- 
ed by  the  Canada-Israel  Cul- 
tural Foundation,  the  Em- 
bassy of  Israel  and  the  Na- 
tional Arts  Centre  Dance  De- 
partment. 


Pope  admits  he  mishandled 
bishop  matter  earlier  in  year 


ROME  (JTA)  - Pope  Benedict  XVI  ad- 
mits in  a letter  that  his  rehabilitation  of  a 
Holocaust-denying  bishop  backfired. 

The  remarkable  letter  to  bishops,  whose 
text  was  released  March  1 2,  also  says  the  Vat- 
ican must  become  Internet  savvy  to  prevent 
further  mishaps. 

Benedict  specifically  addressed  the  lifting 
of  the  excommunication  order  on  Richard 
Williamson  and  three  other  traditionalist 
bishops,  saying  it  unleashed  “an  avalanche  of 
protests”  whose  “bitterness  laid  bare  wounds 
deeper  than  those  of  the  present  moment.” 

Lifting  the  excommunications  had  been 
intended  to  heal  a rift  in  the  church.  But  it 
“suddenly  appeared  as  something  completely 
different:  as  the  repudiation  of  reconciliation 
between  Christians  and  Jews,”  and  a revoca- 
tion of  the  reforms  of  the  Second  Vatican 
Council. 

The  pope  continued,  “A  gesture  of  recon- 
ciliation with  an  ecclesial  group  engaged  in  a 
process  of  separation  thus 
turned  into  its  very  antithesis: 
an  apparent  step  backwards 
with  regard  to  all  the  steps  of 
reconciliation  between  Chris- 
tians and  Jews  taken  since 
the  Council  - steps  which  my 
own  work  as  a theologian 
had  sought  from  the  begin- 
ning to  take  part  in  and  sup- 
port.” This,  Benedict  said,  he 
“can  only  deeply  regret. 

“I  have  been  told  that 


consulting  the  information  available  on  the 
Internet  would  have  made  it  possible  to  per- 
ceive the  problem  early  on.  I have  learned  the 
lesson  that  in  the  future  in  the  Holy  See  we 
will  have  to  pay  greater  attention  to  that 
source  of  news,”  the  pope  said. 

Pontiffs  very  rarely  issue  a document  ad- 
mitting errors.  Benedict  said  he  was  particu- 
larly hurt  by  the  “open  hostility"  from  within 
the  Church  itself. 

“Precisely  for  this  reason  I thank  all  the 
more  our  Jewish  friends,  who  quickly  helped 
to  clear  up  the  misunderstanding  and  to  re- 
store the  atmosphere  of  friendship  and  trust.” 

World  Jewish  Congress  President  Ronald 
Lauder  praised  the  pope. 

“The  Pope  has  found  clear  and  unequivo- 
cal words  regarding  Bishop  Williamson’s 
Holocaust  denial,  and  he  deserves  praise  for 
admitting  that  mistakes  were  made  within  the 
Vatican  in  the  handling  of  this  affair,”  Lauder 
said  in  a statement. 


ENGLISH  BULLDOGS  FOR  SALE 


AT  $490  PER  PUP. 

They  are  adorable  pups, 
have  strong  bloodlines, 
in  great  health  condition  and  their 
shots  and  vaccinations  are  up  to  date. 
Email  me  at 

dougwarner19101@live.com 
if  interested 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  arc  welcome  if  they  arc  The  Mailbag  column  will  be  published  as  space  permits 

brief,  sighed,  timely  and  of  interest  to  our  readership.  Send  your  letters,  to  Michael  Reftenstteif,  Ottawa  IcwisVi 

The  Bulletin  reserves  (he  right  to  refuse,  edit  or  con-  Bulletin.  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Pnvatc.  Ottawa,  Ontano  K2A 
dense  letters.  I R9;  or  e-mail  him  at  mregestrei/@oiiaivajewishhullelin.  com. 


75th  Annual 
General  Meeting 

Please  hold  the  date 

The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa’s 
75  th  Annual  General  Meeting 

Wednesday,  June  3,  2009 
7:00  pm 

Nathan,  David  and  Max  Zelikovitz  Families 
Social  Hall 

Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 

The  Jewish  community  of  Ottawa 
is  invited  to  attend. 
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Hillel  Academy  student  Jared  Roth 
competes  in  regional  spelling  bee 


By  Nicola  Hamer 
Hillel  Academy 
Communications  Director 

Jared  Roth,  a Grade  7 student 
at  Hillel  Academy,  breezed 
through  the  first  two  rounds  of  the 
Canwest  Canspell  Ottawa  Citizen 
Regional  Spelling  Bee,  March  8, 
at  the  National  Gallery  of  Canada. 
But  he  was  stopped  short  in  round 
three  by  the  word  ‘redolent.’ 

Jared  was  competing  in  the  re- 
gional finals  for  the  first  time  and 


was  delighted  to  have  made  it  as 
far  as  he  did.  His  primary  goal,  he 
said,  was  just  not  to  embarrass 
himself.  One  of  20  students  elimi- 
nated in  the  third  round,  Jared  and 
his  parents  were  pleased  with  the 
experience. 

Well  over  a dozen  friends  and 
family  turned  up  to  cheer  Jared  on. 
Donna  Palmer-Dodds,  head  of 
schools  at  Hillel  Academy  and 
Yitzhak  Rabin  High  School,  and 
Wendy  Waxman,  Hillel’s  vice- 


principal of  general  studies,  both 
came  out  to  support  the  student. 

Palmer-Dodds  admitted  to 
being  so  nervous  when  Jared  was 
on  stage  that  she  had  to  find  ways 
to  distract  herself  because  she 
“couldn't  stand  the  stress.”  Jared, 
himself,  was  calm  and  said  it  was 
a fun  experience  and  that  he  was 
looking  forward  to  returning  next 
year  and  going  further. 

Jared,  whose  hobbies  were  list- 
ed as  “tree  climbing,  tennis,  skiing 


and  sledding,”  came  in  second  for 
three  years  in  Hillel  Academy’s 
spelling  bee  before  finally  becom- 
ing the  school’s  champion  earlier 
this  year.  He  then  took  a written 
test,  along  with  all  the  other  school 
champions,  which  determined  the 
top  61  spellers  who  would  com- 
pete in  the  regional  bee. 

Anna  Lawrence,  10,  of  Home 
Based  Learners  won  the  competi- 
tion in  the  eighth  round  by  cor- 
rectly spelling  ‘chiropody.’ 


Jared  Roth 


In  support 

of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 


LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION  Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Hillel  Lodge 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you  for 
considering  their  needs  and  contributing  to  their 
well-being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families,  we 
extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following  indi- 
viduals and  families  who  made  card  donations  to 
the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foundation  be- 
tween February  19  and  March  4,  2009  inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.c.,  endowment  fund)  is 
established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  SI, 000  or  more, 
you  can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a 
loved  one,  honour  a family  member,  declare  what 
the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or  support  a cause 
that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each 
year.  This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  des- 
ignated by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Eileen  Baron  by  Elayne  Adler,  Farley,  Jordan  and 
Benjamin  Stenzler 

Lucy  Festinger  by  Marilyn  Adler 

Bella  Altman  Leikin  Memorial  Fund 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Bella  Leikin  by  Helen  Hochberg 

Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Phyllis  White  by  Elaine  Friedberg  and  Bob  Dale 


In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Samuel  Dale  by  Bob  Dale 
In  Honour  of: 

Sylvia  and  Amnon  Pasher  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  grandson  by  Elaine 
Friedberg  and  Bob  Dale 

Debbie  and  Jeff  Scharf  Mazal  tov  and  best  wish- 
es on  the  birth  of  your  son  by  Elaine  Friedberg  and 
Bob  Dale 

Joel  and  Sharon  Edelson  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Elihu  Edelson  Mazal  tov  and  best  wishes  on  your 
70th  birthday  by  Sharon  and  Joel  Edelson 

Malcolm  and  Vera  Glube  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Harry  Fleisher  Congratulatfons  and  best  wishes 
on  your  90th  birthday  by  Vera  and  Malcolm  Glube 

Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp  Endowment  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Cy  Torontow  by  Etta  Karp 
In  Honour  of: 

Dorothy  Karp  Congratulations  and  best  wishes 
on  your  special  birthday  by  Ruth  Karp  and  Arthur 
Max 

Joy  Karp  Congratulations  on  your  60th  birthday 
and  many  more  years  of  health  and  happiness  with 
love  by  Mom  (Etta  Karp) 

Morris  and  Lillian  Kimmel  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Eileen  Baron  by  the  Kimmel,  Kaiman  and  Levine 
families 

R'fuah  Shlema: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  the  Kimmel,  Kaiman  and 
Levine  families 

Jack  Smith  by  the  Kimmel.  Kaiman  and  Levine 
families 


Levenson-Polowin  Feeding  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Leah  Steinman  by  Patricia  Guthrie 

Schachter-lngber  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Rodney  “Ripper”  Stitt  by  Rachel,  Howard, 
Davida  and  Josh  Schachter 

In  Honour  of: 

Andree  and  George  Acel  Happy  Birthday  and 
Mazal  tov  to  each  of  you  as  you  begin  your  7th  decade 
of  wisdom  ...  we  wish  you  continued  good  health,  lots 
of  laughter,  and  the  joys  of  sharing  in  your  friendship 
with  love  by  Rachel,  Howard,  Davida  and  Josh 
Schachter 

Stephen  and  Debra  Schneiderman 
Family  Fund 

In  Memory  of: 

Eileen  Baron  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 

Harold  and  Lillian  Shoihet  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Dovid  Shoihet  and  family 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

HaRav  Hayyim  Yaakov  Bulka  by  Miriam  Sabo 
and  Dovid  Shoihet 

Sarah  and  Arnie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Ron  Kesten  by  Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler 

Archie  and  Lillian  Taller  Memorial  Fund 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Lillian  Taller  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller 

Eric  Weiner  and  Arlene  Godfrey 
Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Paul  Weiner  With  our  very  best  wishes  for  a 
happy  birthday  by  Arlene  Godfrey,  Eric.  Melissa  and 
Laura  Weiner 

Music  Therapy  Program 
In  Honour  of: 

Barbara  and  Alec  Okun  Heartfelt  mazal  tov  on 
your  30th  wedding  anniversary  by  Mara  and  Isaac 
Muzikansky 


Residents  Feeding  Program 
In  Memory  of: 

Phyllis  White  by  Mara  and  Isaac  Muzikansky 
In  Honour  of: 

Faigy  and  Zachary  Muroff  Mazal  tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  new  granddaughter  Elisheva  by  Mara 
and  Isaac  Muzikansky  and  family 

••*•**•**•* 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Anne  Braziller  by  Beverly  Friedman 
Mary  Burroughs  by  Malcolm  Armstrong 
Lucy  Festinger  by  the  Residents,  Board  and  Staff 
of  Hillel  Lodge;  Jill  and  Allan  Bellack;  and  Helen  and 
Sol  Rauch 

Mary  Goldberg  by  Lil  and  Norm  Levitin 
Helen  Kokin  by  Cila  Farber 
Chuck  Town  by  Rose  and  Kevin  Kardash 
Isadore  Rose  by  the  Boman  Family 
Isidore  “Scott”  Smith  by  Anette  and  Jack 
Edelson;  Rhonda  and  Danny  Levine 

Cy  Torontow  by  Edith  Landen;  and  the  Levitz 
family 

Phyllis  White  by  Ruth  and  Dale  Fyman 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Moshe  Feig  by  Zahava  and  Barry  Farber  and  family 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Yonah  Burr  Mazal  tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  son  by  Ruth  and  Dale  Fyman 

Ruthie  and  Phillip  Fyman  Thank  you  so  much 
for  a lovely  visit  by  Ruth  and  Dale  Fyman 

Leon  Gluzman  Congratulations  and  best  wishes 
on  your  95th  birthday  by  Fern,  Barry.  Lauren  and 
Robert  Krugel;  and  the  Residents,  Board  and  Staff  of 
Hillel  Lodge 

Gina  and  Howard  Grant  Mazal  tov  on  the  birth 
of  your  twin  grandsons  by  Rhonda  and  Danny  Levine 
Steve  Kerzner  Mazal  tov  on  receiving  the  Ben 
Karp  JCC  Volunteer  Service  Award  by  Zahava  and 
Barry  Farber  and  family 

Miriam  and  Charles  Taub  Mazal  tov  on  Avi’s 
engagement  by  Ruth  and  Dale  Fyman 

R'FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Debi  and  David  Shore 


$ 


J\ 


Hillel  Lodge 


IONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING 
IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Here’s  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to 
donafwns@hillel-ltc.com.  E-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and 
postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Early  Beginnings:  more  than  just  a daycare 


By  Pamela  Rosenberg 
for  Soloway  JCC 

For  many  families,  Early 
Beginnings  Multicultural  Child 
Development  Centre  is  so  much 
more  than  simply  a daycare. 

In  a recent  survey,  conducted  by 
the  Early  Beginnings  board  of  di- 
rectors and  answered  anonymously, 
parents  gave  answers  like  “nothing 
short  of  superb”  to  describe  the 
care,  attention  and  love  their 
children  receive  on  a daily  basis. 

Much  of  the  daycare’s  success 
can  be  directly  attributed  to  Marie 
Stovicek,  the  Early  Beginnings 
director  for  almost  20  years.  Her 
professionalism  and  knowledge  of 
childhood  education,  and  her  love 
and  dedication  for  all  the  children, 
fills  parents  with  confidence. 

Stovicek  believes  that  children 
learn  through  action  and  that  a 
positive  environment  for  learning 
should  be  one  that  exercises  and 
challenges  the  developing  poten- 
tial of  each  child. 

“As  teachers  in  the  field  of 
early  education,  we  view  our  role 
as  supporters  in  all  aspects  of 
child  development,  encouraging 
children  to  express  themselves  as 
individuals  and  to  leam  respect  for 
others,”  she  said. 


According  to  Stovicek,  the 
centre’s  biggest  asset  is  the  staff. 
They  truly  enjoy  working  with 
children  and  giving  the  program 
so  much  more  than  a mere  eight 
hours  a day. 

Part  of  what  makes  Early 
Beginnings  special  is  that  it  is  a 
multicultural  facility.  While  staff 
members  do  incorporate  Jewish 
holidays  and  traditions  into  the 
curriculum,  they  are  sensitive  in 
accommodating  and  educating 
children  from  all  different  cultural 
backgrounds. 

Parent  Jackie  Luffman-Lyman 
is  the  president  of  the  Early 
Begin-nings  board.  She  says 
Stovicek  does  a great  job  of 
integrating  children  from  different 
ethnic  and  socio-economic 
backgrounds. 

“You  have  non-Jewish  staff 
singing  and  teaching  the  children 
Chanukah  songs,  teaching  them 
about  the  importance  of  Rosh 
Hashanah  and  both  non-Jewish 
staff  and  children  eating  matzah 
every  day  on  Passover,”  said 
Luffman-Lyman. 

“You  have  new  immigrants  to 
the  community  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  English  integrating 
smoothly  into  the  daily  routine. 


There  is  no  other  experience  in  the 
Jewish  community  where  you 
have  children  from  different 
ethno-linguistic  and  cultural 
backgrounds  singing  and  playing 
together  on  a daily  basis.” 

Because  of  their  location  on  the 
Jewish  Community  Campus, 
children  at  Early  Beginnings  have 
the  opportunity  to  take  advantage 
of  great  facilities  just  steps  away 
like  the  Soloway  JCC  swimming 
pool  and  gym  and  the  Hillel 
Academy  library.  The  daycare 
also  provides  professional  music 
lessons  and  French. 

When  Sari  Cantor’s  son  was  1 
1/2,  she  switched  him  from 


another  daycare  facility  to  Early 
Beginnings.  Although  she  had 
concerns  about  moving  him  from 
a place  where  he  was  comfortable 
and  happy,  she  says  the  transition 
was  seamless  as  Stovicek  has  an 
effective  plan  to  integrate  the 
children  and  relieve  any 
separation  anxiety. 

“Early  Beginning  is  so  special 
because  I drop  Evan  off  every  day 
and  I leave  with  the  utmost 
confidence  that  my  son  is  well 
cared  for  and  loved,"  said  Cantor. 
“Evan  likes  the  extra  TLC  he  gets 
and  the  additional  attention  that 
comes  his  way  because  the  staff  is 
so  good.” 


Early  Beginnings  - the  only 
full-day  program  in  the  city 
providing  kosher  meals  - has 
developed  a winning  reputation 
for  its  delicious  meals.  If  you've 
ever  walked  by  the  building  in  the 
morning,  chances  are  you’ve 
caught  a whiff  of  Sventlana’s 
homemade  banana  bread  or 
legendary  chicken  soup  with 
matzah  balls. 

Stovicek  says  what  she  likes 
best  about  her  job  is  seeing  happy 
children  and  satisfied  parents. 
“The  fact  that  I personally  played 
a big  part  in  building  this 
successful  daycare  is  most 
satisfying." 


U.S.  teachers  reject  academic  boycott  of  Israel 


JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - The  American  Federation  of 
Teachers  (AFT)  has  reiterated  its  opposition  to  an  aca- 
demic boycott  of  Israel. 

“We  believe  academic  boycotts  were  a bad  idea  in 
2002  and  are  a bad  idea  now,”  AFT  President  Randi 
Weingarten  said  in  a statement  released  March  11. 
“Academic  boycotts  are  inconsistent  with  the  democ- 
ratic values  of  academic  freedom  and  free  expres- 
sion.” 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  war  in  Gaza,  several  Cana- 
dian and  American  professors,  and  labour  organizers 
including  Sid  Ryan,  president  ofCUPE  Ontario,  have 
called  for  an  academic  boycott  of  Israel.  The  initia- 


tives are  similar  to  efforts  by  a group  of  British  acad- 
emics earlier  this  decade  intended  to  block  Israeli  uni- 
versities and  professors  from  participating  in  academ- 
ic conferences  and  other  forums  outside  of  Israel. 

“We  want  to  make  clear  that  this  position  does  not 
in  any  way  discourage  an  open  discussion  and  debate 
of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict  or  of  ways  to  resolve 
it,”  Weingarten  said.  “However,  we  expect  that  such  a 
discussion  would  not  be  one-sided  and  would  consid- 
er the  behaviour  of  all  the  relevant  actors.  An  academ- 
ic boycott  of  Israel,  or  of  any  country,  for  that  matter, 
would  effectively  suppress  free  speech  without  help- 
ing to  resolve  the  conflict." 


With  comedian  Aaron  Berg 

Eat,  drink,  laugh,  kibbitz 
and  play  a little  blackjack! 

Tickets  $36  in  advance,  $45  at  door 

Free  Valet  Parking 


Contact  Nancy  Walkington  (613)  798-4696  ext  241  or  nwalkington@Jewishottawa.com 

www.jewishottawa.com 


Live  Generously. 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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Purim  celebrations  in  Ottawa 




Tamir  participants  assembled  Purim  baskets  March  8 for  residents  of  Central  Park 
Lodge.  (Photo:  Robin  Chernick) 


JET  volunteers  assemble  Mishloach  Manot  March  8 at  Congregation  Beit  Tikvah. 
Packages  were  delivered  to  more  than  1,200  households  on  Purim. 


JET  joined  forces  with  the  Federation  Young  Adult  Division  and  the  Jewish  Grad  Stu- 
dents Association  for  a Purim  party  March  9 at  the  Velvet  Room  featuring  a Megillah 
reading  and  Moroccan  buffet  dinner. 


The  cast  and  directors  of  The  Beatles  Purim  Shpiel,  the  Soloway  JCC’s  second  an- 
nual Purim  parody,  gather  on  stage  following  their  sold-out  performance  March  8. 


Balloon  animals  were  part  of  the  fun  at  the  Friendship  Circle  Purim  party  March  10  at 
the  Soloway  JCC. 


Rabbi 
Menachem 
Blum 
and  friend 
at  Ottawa 
Torah 
Center’s 
Purim 
in  the 
Jungle 
party 
March  9 
at  the 
Soloway 
JCC. 
(Photo: 
Peter 
Waiser) 


Jewish  Family  Services  held  a pre-Purim  party  for  the  Russian  Jewish  community 
March  1 at  the  Churchill  Seniors  Club. 


Students  at  NCSY’s  community-wide  Purim  party  at  Sir  Robert  Borden  High  School 
enjoy  the  Megillah  reading,  ice  cream  and  a professional  improv  show. 
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Purim  celebrations  in  Ottawa 


Members  of  Adath  Shalom  and  the  Ottawa  Reconstructionist  Havurah  follow  the 
Megillah  reading  at  their  joint  Purim  party  March  9. 


Students  from  the  Benlolo  School  performed  a Purim  play  March  2 at  Hillel  Lodge. 


Members  of  Creative  Connections  celebrated  Purim  March  10. 


The  “Spice  Girls”  were  among  the  students  who  celebrated  at  Chabad  Student  Net- 
work’s Purimania  March  9 at  uOttawa. 


‘Spider-Man”  (left)  and  friends  at  the  Ganon  Preschool  Purim  Carnival  March  6. 


More  than  125  kids  and  160  adults  turned  out  for  the  joint  JET,  Soloway  JCC  and 
Summer  Camps  program  Purim  Party  March  8. 


Students  have  fun  March  10  at  Hillel  Academy’s  Purim  Carnival. 
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Meet  Nancy  Walkington: 

New  special  events  co-ordinator  at  annual  campaign 


Nancy  Walkington  hopes  to  introduce  a major  new  and 
enduring  event  to  the  Annual  Campaign. 

(OJB  Photo:  Benita  Siemiatycki) 


By  Benita  Siemiatycki 

Nancy  Walkington  start- 
ed work  in  January  as  the 
special  events  co-ordinator 
of  the  Annual  Campaign  of 
the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ot- 
tawa. She  replaced  Patrice 
Berdowski,  who  now  heads 
the  membership  department 
of  the  Soloway  Jewish 
Community  Centre. 

Walkington  is  a recent 
graduate  of  Algonquin  Col- 
lege’s event  management 
program,  where  her  acade- 
mic standing  put  her  on  the 
Dean’s  List. 

Her  coursework  included 
planning  a wine  and  food 
tasting  event  at  Urban  Ele- 
ment. Proceeds  from  the 
event,  and  from  other  events 
planned  by  fellow  students, 
were  donated  to  a local  fam- 
ily registered  with  the  Chil- 
dren’s Wish  Foundation. 

When  the  family  came  to 


the  class  to  receive  the  do- 
nation, Walkington  realized 
the  power  and  impact  that 


helping  people  through  her 
work  could  have. 

“That  was  a fantastic 


feeling,”  she  said.  “At  that 
point,  I knew  I’d  work  for  a 
non-profit  organization.” 

Walkington  is  from  Ot- 
tawa and  completed  her  un- 
dergraduate degree  in  psy- 
chology at  Carleton  Univer- 
sity. 

After  graduation,  she 
landed  in  retail  sales  for 
Bell  Mobility  and  worked 
her  way  up  to  account  man- 
agement in  its  corporate  of- 
fice. She  says  the  job’s  fast 
pace  and  contact  with  peo- 
ple suited  her  perfectly.  But, 
when  her  first  child  was 
bom  10  years  ago,  she  de- 
cided to  devote  herself  to 
her  daughter  and  to  the  son 
who  followed  three  years 
later. 

Walkington  thoroughly 
enjoyed  her  time  spent  at 
home,  admitting  that  her 
children  “are  people  1 
would  enjoy  spending  time 


with,  even  if  I wasn’t  their 
mom.” 

Once  her  youngest  start- 
ed school  full  time,  Walk- 
ington decided  to  enter  the 
field  of  event  management 
and  enrolled  in  the  Algo- 
nquin program. 

She  was  drawn  to  the  ex- 
citement of  organizing  and 
attending  events  and  the 
chance  to  develop  client  re- 
lationships. In  addition  to 
her  course  assignment  for 
the  Children’s  Wish  Foun- 
dation, Walkington  also  did 
placements  at  the  Canadian 
Bar  Association  in  the  meet- 
ings and  conferences  de- 
partment and  the  annual 
CHEO  BBQ  event,  for 
which  she  continues  to  vol- 
unteer. 

At  first,  Walkington 
thought  not  being  Jewish 
would  be  a disadvantage. 
However,  after  a few  weeks 


on  the  job,  she  realizes  that, 
in  fact,  it  gives  her  a blank 
slate  in  terms  of  developing 
relationships  with  her  com- 
mittee and  other  community 
members. 

She  is  enthusiastic  about 
the  learning  curve  ahead  of 
her,  especially  as  she  leams 
who’s  who  in  the  Jewish 
community,  and  the  mean- 
ings of  Yiddish  words  and 
Jewish  holidays. 

So  far,  she  says,  her  co- 
workers have  been  nothing 
but  helpful  in  teaching  her 
about  Judaism  and  the  local 
community. 

Walkington  is  looking 
forward  to  working  with  the 
committees  and  chairs  on 
upcoming  events  like  Guys’ 
Night  Out  and  the  golf  tour- 
nament. Her  ultimate  goal  is 
to  introduce  a major  new 
and  enduring  event  to  the 
Annual  Campaign. 


Jewish  studies  conference  community  day,  May  24, 
offers  snapshots  of  the  Jewish  Canadian  Experience 


By  Rebecca  Margolis 
Vered  Jewish  Canadian 
Studies  Program  - uOttawa 
ACJS  Conference  Chair 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Associa- 
tion for  Canadian  Jewish  Studies  (ACJS) 
will  take  place  from  May  24  to  26  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Congress  of  the  Humanities 
and  Social  Sciences  of  Canada,  which 
meets  this  year  at  Carleton  University. 

The  ACJS  annual  conference  is  a nation- 
wide gathering  of  scholars  who  come  to- 
gether to  present  their  research  on  Jewish 
Canadian  history,  life  and  culture  from  a va- 
riety of  disciplines. 

In  conjunction  with  the  conference, 
ACJS  and  the  Vered  Jewish  Canadian  Stud- 
ies Program  of  the  University  of  Ottawa 
will  host  a Community  Day  spotlighting, 
different  aspects  of  the  Jewish  Canadian  ex- 
perience on  Sunday,  May  24  at  the  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre  (JCC).  The 
event  is  free  and  open  to  the  general  public. 
Anyone  with  an  interest  in  Jewish  Canadian 
life  is  invited  to  attend  all  or  part  of  the  day. 
No  registration  is  required. 

Community  Day  will  provide  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  Ottawa  community  to  partici- 
pate in  a series  lectures  from  10:00  am  until 
5:00  pm.  According  to  Mallory  Schwartz,  a 
graduate  student  in  University  of  Ottawa's 
Department  of  History,  the  event  presents 
“an  exciting  and  unique  opportunity  for 
scholars  and  the  public  alike  to  learn  from 
each  other.” 


Schwartz’s  paper,  which  forms  part  of 
the  opening  panel  on  Yiddish  politics,  will 
discuss  the  1945  election  of  Fred  Rose,  the 
only  Communist  ever  elected  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  same  panel  will  also  in- 
clude Ester  Reiter  of  York  University 
speaking  about  the  integration  of  cultural 
activity  such  as  choirs  and  theatre  into 
Canada’s  left-wing  Yiddish  schools. 

Gerald  Stone,  an  avid  collector  of  Jewish 
Canadiana  who  recently  retired  after  a 25- 
year  career  at  Library  and  Archives  Canada, 
will  lecture  on  some  of  the  earliest  printed 
sources  on  Jewish  Canadian  life  dating  back 
to  the  1750s.  Rare  materials  from  his  per- 
sonal collection  will  be  on  display. 

Goldie  Morgentaler’s  paper  about  the 
challenges  she  has  encountered  in  teaching 
modem  Jewish  literature  at  Southern  Alber- 
ta’s University  of  Lethbridge,  where  there 
are  almost  no  Jewish  students,  forms  part  of 
a panel  on  ethnicity  and  intercultural  en- 
counters. During  that  session,  1 will  discuss 
the  Yiddish  translation  of  Michel  Trem- 
blay's play,  Les  Belles-soeurs. 

A panel  on  the  Holocaust  and  the  Cana- 
dian experience  will  include  discussion  of 
three  areas:  trends  in  Shoah  commemora- 
tion, the  Canadian  movement  to  boycott  the 
1 936  Olympics,  and  caricatures  of  Jews  and 
political  cartoons  related  to  the  Holocaust 
published  in  Canadian  newspapers. 

Organizers  have  worked  with  the 
Soloway  JCC  to  co-ordinate  Community 
Day. 


“We  appreciate  being  able  to  participate 
in  this  unique  opportunity  for  the  communi- 
ty to  leam  more  about  Jewish  Canadian 
Studies  from  scholars  in  the  field,”  said 
Maxine  Miska.  Soloway  JCC’s  interim 
president  and  chief  operating  officer. 

Seymour  Mayne,  senior  faculty  member 
in  the  Vered  Jewish  Canadian  Studies  Pro- 
gram at  uOttawa,  underlines  that  “our  pro- 
gram is  unique  in  that  we  focus  on  the  con- 
tribution of  Jews  and  the  Jewish  communi- 
ty to  all  aspects  of  the  culture  and  history  of 
Canada.  One  of  our  goals  is  to  share  our 
knowledge  and  scholarly  enthusiasm  not 
only  with  our  students  but  also  with  the 
public  at  large  whom  we  warmly  welcome 
to  our  activities.” 

The  day  will  conclude  with  an  evening 
banquet  featuring  a kosher  dinner,  the 
awarding  of  this  year’s  ACJS  Louis  Rosen- 
berg Distinguished  Service  Award,  and  a 
concert-lecture  by  Ottawa  songwriter-per- 
former Shelley  Posen,  who  will  sing  and 
speak  on  the  subject,  A Jewish  Songwriter’s 
Dilemma:  Jewish,  Too  Jewish,  Not  Jewish 
Enough. 

Tickets  to  the  banquet  are  $20  and  must 
be  purchased  by  May  19  at  the  Soloway 
JCC  front  desk.  For  more  information,  call 
Roslyn  Wollock  at  613-798-9818,  ext.  254. 

A detailed  schedule  of  Community  Day 
lectures  will  be  available  at  acjs-aejc.ca 
after  May  1 . 

For  more  information,  contact  me  at 
rmargolis@uottawa.ca  or  613-562-5800, 


Shelly  Posen’s  concert  lecture,  A Jewish 
Songwriter’s  Dilemma:  Jewish,  Too  Jew- 
ish, Not  Jewish  Enough,  will  be  present- 
ed at  the  evening  banquet  culminating 
the  Association  for  Canadian  Jewish 
Studies  Community  Day,  May  24,  at  the 
Soloway  JCC. 
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Campus  Activism:  the  play 


In  New  York  recently,  1 had  the  opportunity  to  see  a Broad- 
way revival  of  David  Mamet’s  1988  play  Speed  the  Plow.  A 
satire  of  Hollywood  greed  and  sexual  conquest,  the  story  ex- 
amines loyalty,  romance  and  principles. 

I watched  an  impressive  William  H.  Macy  bring  to  life  the 
character  of  Bobby  Gould,  a man  caught  between  profession- 
al fidelity  to  his  longtime  producer  partner  and  his  belief  in  the 
possibility  of  infusing  entertainment  with  morals. 

Back  at  Carleton,  with  campus  politics  playing  to  a full 
house,  it  seems  that  the  struggle  between  appearing  loyal  to 
one’s  communal  group  and  helping  actualize  one’s  principles 
has  never  been  more  obvious.  Much  of  the  mainstream  dis- 
course around  Israel  permeating  campus  politics  these  days 
seems  to  operate  according  to  script.  I wonder  whether  we  can 
take  an  intermission  and  send  this  tired  storyline  back  for 
rewrites. 

As  I write,  Israeli  Apartheid  week  is  taking  place  at  cam- 
puses in  Ottawa  and  1 1 other  Canadian  cities  as  well  as  at  var- 
ious universities  across  the  globe.  The  apartheid  term  describ- 
ing Israel’s  relationship  to  the  Palestinians  has  circulated  with 
increasing  frequency  and  ferocity  in  recent  years.  It’s  unfortu- 
nate, since  its  primary  contribution  to  the  debate  has  been  to 
make  Israel’s  supporters  feel  attacked.  And  hence  the  dialogue 
crucial  to  helping  this  conflict  loosen  is  frozen  before  it  has 
even  begun. 

At  the  same  time,  campus  politics  have  taken  on  a Mamet- 
like  hue  of  principles  being  defined  by  loyalty.  Few  on  the  Is- 
rael side  seem  to  be  trying  to  peel  away  that  alienating 
apartheid  label  and  investigating  what,  precisely,  those  who 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 

Standard  Life  introduces  Perspecta,  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life's 
$33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 


STANDARD  LIFE 


- Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs.- 

www.standardlife.ca 


argue  for  Palestinian  rights  are  saying. 

Unlike  previous  generations,  when  Israel  enjoyed  wide- 
ranging  Western  support,  we  now  see  Diaspora  Zionists  on  the 
defensive.  The  Six  Day  War  and  Yom  Kippur  War  cast  Israel 
as  fighting  for  its  life  against  an  intransigent  Arab  world, 
while  spectacular  and  horrifying  Palestinian  terrorism  - recall 
the  1972  Munich  Olympics  massacre  and  the  1985  Achille 
Lauro  cruise-ship  hijacking  - raged. 

But  today,  international  eyes  are  turned  to  the  daily  humil- 
iation of  the  2.5  million  West  Bank  Palestinians  living  under 
occupation  behind  an  Israeli  security  barrier  that  does  not  re- 
spect the  Green  Line,  as  Palestinians  bury  their  1,300  dead  in 
Gaza  from  the  December  war.  Israelis  argue  that  the  barrier 
has  resulted  in  a sharp  drop  in  suicide  bombings,  and  that  the 
Gaza  war  was  a response  to  illegal  and  murderous  Hamas 
rocket  attacks. 

Is  anyone  watching  that  pained  region  actually  in  favour  of 
the  status  quo? 

Does  anyone  like  occupation?  Does  eveiyone  think  - to 
paraphrase  Winston  Churchill  on  democracy  - that  the  Israeli 
occupation  is  the  worst  possible  set  of  policies,  except  for  all 
the  others?  Does  anyone  think  that  Israel  should  consider 
some  sort  of  apology  for  its  role  in  creating  the  Palestinian 
refugee  problem?  Does  anyone  think  that  Israeli  compromise 
on  Jerusalem  is  desirable?  Does  anyone  think  that  settlements 
need  to  be  uprooted  for  a two-state  solution  to  emerge?  Even 
Alan  Dershowitz  - America’s  most  famous  Israel  advocate  - 
regularly  speaks  out  against  Israel’s  settlement  policies. 

Those  voices  on  the  Israel  side  who  do  believe  in  a funda- 
mental change  to  the  status  quo  are  hiding  in  the  wings.  And 
those  on  centre  stage  are  responding  to  calls  for  Palestinian  in- 
dependence by  handing  out  Israeli  flags. 

In  the  theatre  of  campus  politics,  student  actors  are  playing 
well-rehearsed  roles,  seeking  applause  from  a bewildered  co- 
student base.  I have  a feeling,  though,  that  these  players  may 
be  trapped  by  the  script.  They  may  agree  on  more  than  they 
realize. 

Perhaps  we  can  help  our  Jewish  students  see  that  loyalty 
to  Israel  and  the  Jewish  people  is  not  inconsistent  with  a 
whole  range  of  principles,  including  criticism  and  compro- 
mise. Campus  Hillel  has  sometimes  declared  its  support  for 
a two-state  solution.  But  the  line  has  not  been  delivered 
forcefully. 

The  more  time  that  passes  without  a two-state  solution,  the 
stronger  are  the  voices  among  Palestinians  and  their  support- 
ers calling  for  a binational  state  - a proposal  that  would  effec- 
tively spell  the  end  of  Israel  • 


Values,  Ethics, 
Community 

% 

Mira  Sucharov 

salem,  refugees,  sovereignty  - rather  than  playing  for  the  Tony 
award? 

Maybe  those  of  ps  1 0,  20,  40  years  out  of  the  heady  days 
of  campus  politics  can  help  these  Diaspora  groups  set  the 
stage  for  future  Israeli-Palestinian  compromise.  Let’s  help  our 
students  recast  the  dialogue  - even  if  it  means  having  them 
throw  away  the  script  and  improvise  - something  that  requires 
as  much  listening  as  talking.  Our  students  are  stuck  in  a head- 
line-grabbing piece  of  theatre,  though  it’s  a story  that,  in  its 
current  form,  may  be  pointing  to  a soul-destroying  ending. 

Mira  Sucharov,  an  associate  professor  of  political  science 
at  Carleton  University,  is  the  author  o/The  International  Self: 
Psychoanalysis  and  the  Search  for  Israeli-Palestinian  Peace 
(State  University  of  New  York  Press). 
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Heather  Smith,  Sales  Representative 
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613.236.9551 
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as  a Jewish  state. 

What  would  campus  ac- 
tivism look  like  if  the  collec- 
tive actors  were  engaging  in 
pointed  dialogue  about  the  ac- 
tual issues  - settlements,  ter- 
rorism, recognition,  Jeru- 
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...  featuring  the  amazing  Ice  Palace  arena! 
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I am  pleased  to: 
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• arrange  letters  of  greetings 
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• vous  aider  a traiter 
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THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  AND  VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL 
AND  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 
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FUN  FOR  ALL  AGES 

• circus  troupe 

• Mini  Cirque  circus  school 

• face  painting 

• crazy  balloon  creations 

• live  shows 

• roaming  entertainers 
and  much  more! 
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NON  - STOP 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINMENT 


• Gamble  your  Shekels 
at  the  Dizengoff  Cafe 
Casino 


CHILDREN'S  ENTERTAINMENT 
SPONSOR  BY 


• Purchase  Israeli  food 
at  our  food  market 


Back  by  Popular  Demand 

Yosi  Levy  and  the 
Sabras  Band 

from  California 


For  more  information  please  contact  Una  Folkson  Singh  at  613.798.9818  ext.  225  or  ufolksonsingh@>jccottawa.com 
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PASSOVER  CAMP  2009 


Monday  April  13  • Tuesday  April  14  • Friday  April  17 
8:30  am  - 4:00  pm  • Soloway  JCC 


Kindergarten  - Grade  6 
$3SM/day  $50NM/day 
$30M/day  (additional  child) 
$45NM/day  (additional  child) 


"Please  send  a kosher  for  Passover  lunch  and  snacks  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday 

For  more  information  please  contact  Gail  Lieff  at  613-798-9818  ext.  303 
glieffd>jccottawa.com 

y 


PCXxT  H3N 


PROUD.  STRONG.  TOGETHER. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  7,  2009  • 9:30  AM 

Rain  or  Shine! 


For  more  information  please  contact  Patrice  Berdowski  at  613.798.9818  ext.  233  / pberdowski@jccottawa.com 


PRESENTED  BY  THE  JEWISH  FEDERATION  OF  OTTAWA  AND  THE  SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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JON  BRAUN  CELEBRATES  20  YEARS  AT  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC 

BY  PAMELA  ROSENBERG 


You  can  tell  a lot  about  Jon  Braun  simply  by  stepping  into 
his  office. 

The  smiling  faces  and  athletes  in  action  that  adorn  his  infa- 
mous Wall  of  Fame  tell  that  he  has  had  a positive  impact  on 
many  and  he  is  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of  those  he 
has  worked  with  over  the  years.  The  numerous  plaques 
commemorating  his  trips  with  young  athletes  to  the 
Maccabi  Games  speaks  of  his  dedication,  and  the  wood  carv- 
ing of  basketball  great  Micheal  Jordan  that  he  proudly 
shows  off,  because  it  was  made  for  him  by  a young  friend, 
says  that  the  kids  value  him. 

And  his  Montreal  Forum  memorabilia  tells  everyone  that 
despite  more  than  two  decades  in  Ottawa  and  the  odd 
Spartacat  picture  on  the  wall,  he  remains. a ‘Habs',  fan  at 
heart. 

The  room,  just  inside  the  doors  of  the  gym,  is  formerly 
referred  to  as  the  gym  office,  but  to  generations  of  aspiring 
athletes  it’s  a comfortable  place  to  kick  back,  put  up  their 
feet,  listen  to  some  'Springsteen'  and  shoot  the  breeze  with 
their  good  buddy  affectionately  known  to  most  simply  as 
JB. 

Braun  has  been  an  integral  part  of  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre  for  20  years  now  and  in  that  time  has  had  an  amaz- 
ing impact  on  many  people  young  and  old  from  all  areas  and 
all  backgrounds. 

Braun's  foray  into  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community 
came  one  summer  when  Greg  Richards,  Phys  Ed 
Director  at  the  old  JCC,  gave  him  a part  time  job 
wording  at  Sports  Camp  and  asked  him  to  take  a 
team  Fo  the  1988  Maccabi  Games  in  Chicago. 

Although  Braun's  job  at  the  "J,"  has  for  the  most 
part  been  as  Manager  of  Athletics  and  Leagues , 
he  says  he  feels  like  he  has  had  two  careers;  one 
at  the  JCC  on  Chapel  Street  and  another  on  the  Broadview 
campus  at  the  Soloway  JCC 

"At  the  old  JCC  you  had  25  men  in  the  old  health  club, 
they  played  racquetball  and  at  night  there  was  always 
something  in  the  qym.  Then  we  came  here  and  there  was 
a state-of-the-art  Fitness  Center  and  an  Indoor  pool  and 
there  was  a lot  of  excitement,"  he  says.  “It  was  challeng- 
ing, we  had  to  restructure  the  programming,  all  of  a sud- 
den there  was  the  potential  for  kids  six  days  a week." 

While  Braun  has  spent  his  lifetime  playing  sports,  he  doesn't 
consider  himself  an  elite  athlete.  For  him  sports  were 
always  just  a great  way  to  make  friends,  see  different 
places,  get  some  air  and  some  culture.  It  was  through  his 
involvement  in  sports  that  a young  Braun  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  travel  around  Montreal  and  see  the  different  areas 
that  he  might  never  been  exposed  to  otherwise. 

"I  always  liked  the  creativity  of  sport,  the  art  of  It,"  says 
Braun.  “You  get  to  use  your  imagination.  It's  not  Just 
pounding  each  other,  It’s  an  outlet,  and  every  kid 
expresses  themselves  In  a different  way." 

Jeff  Polowin  (nicknamed  'Legend'  by  Braun)  played  JCC 
Men’s  Baseball  for  many  years,  and  according  to  him  Braun 
is  an  enormous  asset  to  the  Soloway  JCC. 

"I  never  met  anyone  so  dedicated;  dedicated  to  what  he 
does,  dedicated  to  the  kids  no  matter  what  the  age,"  says 
Polowin.  "And  20  years  later  he  is  still  dedicated." 

Leonard  Shore  shares  these  sentiments,  and  says  Braun's 
knowledge  of  the  sports  world  and  its  many  characters  is 
impressive.  “He  takes  a special  interest  in  our  communi- 
ty's athletes,  past  and  present  with  particular  pride  in 


the  youngsters  he  has  coached  and  mentored  through  his 
programs." 

One  of  those  youngsters,  now  a grown  man  and  father  of 
three,  is  Michael  Fathi  whose  Police  Academy  Graduation 
photo  adorns  the  Wall  of  Fame. 

"Jon  was  very  supportive  during  my  years  fighting  cancer, 
visiting  me  often  and  always  cheering  me  up,"  recalls  Fathi, 
or  'The  Constable’  as  Braun  calls  him.  "He  created  a special 
award  for  me,  Comeback  Player  of  the  Year  when  I had 
recovered  and  started  playing  ball  again.  That’s  the  kind  of 
guy  he  is." 


"At  Travelling  Sports  Camp  I watch  the  kids  all  day  smil- 
ing from  ear  to  ear  when  they  get  up  on  water  skis  for  the 
first  time  or  ride  a horse,  or  howling  with  laughter  down  a 
watersllde.  Then  when  the  parents  pick  them  up  and  say 
‘how  was  your  day'  and  the  kid  says,  'all  right.'  That's  Just 
not  fair." 

According  to  long  time  buddy  Mitch  Miller,  Braun  is  committed 
to  the  JCC,  and  he  is  all  about  the  kids. 

"I  recall  walking  into  Jon's  office  and  seeing  a piece  of 
paper  that  read  Do  It  for  the  Kids,"  says  Miller.  “That  was 
his  motto.  It  didn't  matter  the  challenges  Jon  faced  at 
work  or  home...when  the  kids  walked  into  his  gym,  enrolled 
In  his  camps,  or  requested  him  for  a special  JCC  birthday 
party... Jon  did  it  for  the  kids  and  thankfully  still  does." 


David  Slover  grew  up  in  Ottawa  playing  floor  hockey  at  the 
JCC.  He,  along  with  some  of  his  childhood  friends  now  living  in 
Toronto,  had  put  together  a softball  team.  When  it  came  time 
to  pick  a name  for  their  team  they  took  the  opportunity  to  hon- 
our the  man  who  taught  them  all  about  sportsmanship.  Their 
team  is  called  Jon  Braun. 

Senior  Director  of  Athletics  at  Ashbury  College  Bryan 
MacKinnon  worked  along  side  Braun  putting  together  Sports 
Camp  at  the  old  JCC.  Following  that  Braun  invited  him  to  help 
with  the  Maccabi  Jr.  Boys'  Volleyball  teams. 

"Despite  being  overseas  for  close  to  10  years  JB  has  forev- 
er remained  a lifelong  friend.  You  cannot  help  but  enjoy 
chatting  and  hanging  out  with  JB”. 


Basketball  Team  and  attend  the  Macccabi  Games.  These 
opportunities  helped  me  develop  as  a young  man  and  have 
a better  understanding  that  there  is  more  to  the  world  than 
my  world.” 

Over  the  years  Braun  had  become  a fixture  at  the  Soloway 
JCC.  He  has  had  an  impact  on  so  many  people  in  the  Jewish 
community  and  beyond  and  has  become  a mentor  to  many.  Yet 
despite  all  of  his  triumphs  and  success  in  this  city,  he  is  still 
somewhat  unfulfilled  in  one  area  and  continues  his  search  for 
"a  decent  smoked  meat  sandwich  on  this  side  of  the  river.” 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Jon  as  part  of 
our  team  and  could  not  imagine  the  “J" 
without  "JB." 


For  Braun  the  most  rewarding  part  of  the  job  is  being 
involved  with  families  and  becoming  like  a big 
brother  or  a best  friend. 

"What's  neat  about  working  here  is  that  you 
stick  around  a while  and  you  see  the  continu- 
ity, you  know  the  grandfather  and  all  the  gen- 
erations. I like  to  see  who’s  who  and  what 
everyone  is  up  to,”  says  Braun.  "When  they 
come  back  here,  I want  them  to  feel  like  it  is  a 
home  base,  you  can  come  into  my  office  and 
put  your  feet  up.  It's  like  a hub,  that's  what  a 
JCC  should  be  in  a small  community.” 

Summer  at  the  Soloway  JCC  is  an  especially  excit- 
ing time  as  the  place  is  overflowing  with  happy 


Jon  Addy  and  Braun  became  fast  friends 
back  in  1993  at  the  Chapel  Street  JCC  when 
Braun  offered  him  a job  as  Gym  Attendant. 
He  attributes  much  of  his  success  as  a uni- 
versity basketball  player  to  Braun. 

"Jon  provided  me  with  numerous  oppor- 
tunities to  improve  as  a player  but  also 
opened  my  horizons  as  a person,"  says 
Addy.  "Being  Catholic  I had  never  taken 
part  in  any  activities  involving  the  Jewish 
community,  and  Jon  was  kind  enough  to 
allow  me  in  by  being  a counsellor  at  JCC 
Summer  Camps,  coach  the  Maccabi  Youth 


"He  created  a special  award  for  me,  Comeback  Player 
of  the  Year  when  I had  recovered  and  started  playing 
ball  again.  That's  the  kind  of  guy  he  is.” 


children  attending 
Day  Camp,  Specialty 
Camps  and  Travelling 
Sports  Camp.  As  the 
Executive  Director  of 
SJCC  Summer  Camps 
Braun  looks  forward 
to  spending  the  sea- 
son laughing  with  the 
kids  and  sharing  their 
new  experiences.  He 
is  there  to  see  them 
master  a new  skill 
and  is  always  nearby 
with  a high  five. 

However,  according  to 

Braun,  he  does  feel  bad  for  the  parents  who  do  all  the  work 
and  don't  get  to  see  what  he  sees. 
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Finding  understanding  through  interfaith  dialogue 


Common  Ground: 

A Priest  and  a Rabbi 
Read  Scripture  Together 

By  Andrew  M.  Greeley 
and  Jacob  Neusner 

McGill-Queen 's  University  Press  2008 
Paperback 
335  Pages 

How  can  a rabbi  and  a priest  read  scripture 
together?  What  does  it  mean  to  each  of  them 
and  how  can  they  learn  from  each  other? 
These  questions  are  at  the  root  of  this  newly 
revised  and  updated  version  of  a fascinating 
book  of  interfaith  study. 

Common  Ground:  A Priest  and  a Rabbi 
Read  Scripture  Together  is  a book  of  re- 
lationships. 

First,  it  is  about  the  relationship  between 
Judaism  and  the  Torah,  and  between 
Catholicism  and  the  Bible. 

Second,  it  is  about  the  relationship 
between  the  readings  of  both  religions  of  the 
same  Biblical  texts;  and  third,  it  is  about  the 
mutual  respect,  curiosity  and  faith  that  build 
the  relationship  between  a specific  rabbi  and 
a specific  priest  - Rabbi  Jacob  Neusner  and 
Father  Andrew  M.  Greeley. 

As  a result,  this  book  is  written  for  any  one 
of  these  three  audiences:  those  interested  in 
learning  more  about  Judaism  or  Catholicism; 
those  interested  in  advancing  interfaith 
understandings;  and  those  interested  in 
understanding  the  personal  relationships  that 


Book  Review 


Benita  Kuzmanov 


allow  fruitful  cross-religious  dialogue  to 
occur. 

In  spite  of  these  specific  audiences,  the 
book  is  written  in  a conversational  tone, 
easily  accessible  to  someone  who  is  not  an 
expert  in  either  the  Torah  or  the  Bible. 

This  accessibility  is  helped  by  the 
structure  of  the  book.  After  the  introduction, 
the  authors  offer  a basic  explanation  of  how 
Rabbi  Neusner  reads  Torah  within  Jewish 
tradition,  followed  by  an  explanation  of  how 
Father  Greeley  reads  the  Bible  within 
Catholic  tradition. 

This  basic  overview  leads  into  chapters  on 
specific  topics,  episodes  or  biblical  figures 
written  by  one  of  the  authors.  Rabbi  Neusner 
tends  to  write  more  on  the  Torah  topics. 
Father  Greeley  on  the  Biblical  topics,  but 
both  comment  in  interspersed  chapters. 

This  quasi-dialogue  approach  leads  to 
fascinating  views  of  the  similarities  and 
differences  in  approaches  each  author  takes. 
It  also  means  that  each  chapter  can  be  read 
individually  or  the  work  can  be  read  as  a 
whole.  In  this  sense,  the  book  certainly 
achieves  its  goal  of  providing  a window  into 


how  a rabbi  and  a priest  can  talk  - really  talk 

- to  each  other  about  their  respective 
understandings  of  their  faiths.  The  book  itself 
models  a successful  interfaith  dialogue  and 
highlights  the  wonderful  relationship  the  two 
authors  have.  In  fact,  Common  Ground  seems 
most  important  when  read  from  this  point  of 
view. 

The  book  also  illuminates  the  relationship 
between  each  faith  and  its  own  scripture.  It 
does  this  by  focusing  on  the  shared  roots  and 
understandings  of  Judaism  and  Catholicism 
as  well  as  on  the  differences  that  arise  in 
interfaith  readings  of  biblical  texts. 

While  the  book  is  aimed  at  the  similarities 
in  the  two  religions  - the  title  hints  at  this  bias 

- basic  oppositions  in  interpretation  emerge 
through  the  aspects  of  the  texts  each  author 
chooses  to  discuss.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  an 
important  strength  of  the  book  and  makes 
Common  Ground  all  the  more  fascinating  for 
the  layperson.  This  strength  means  the  book 
is  also  successful  at  teaching  the  reader  about 
the  relationship  between  a rabbi  and  his  faith 
and  a priest  and  his. 

Lastly,  Common  Ground  is  undoubtedly 
personal  to  the  authors.  They  appear  to  make 
no  claims  to  speak  for  their  religions  beyond 
their  authority  as  a priest  and  a rabbi.  In  this 
sense,  they  interpret  their  own  holy  texts  from 
their  own  understanding  and  training. 

The  personal  nature  of  the  book  makes  it 
all  the  more  important  as  it  illustrates  how 
each  comes  to  understand  their  own  faith  and 


then  share  it  with  the  other.  The  book  is  an 
excellent  model  for  such  interfaith  dialogue. 

I came  away  with  an  appreciation  of  both 
the  passion  and  humanity  with  which  both 
Father  Greeley  and  Rabbi  Neusner  have 
relationships  with  their  respective  scriptures, 
faiths  and  each  other. 

If  you  are  looking  to  for  a challenging,  yet 
conversational  way  of  understanding  your 
own  faith  and  others,  this  is  a book  to  read. 

Betina  Kuzmarov  is  an  instructor  in  the 
department  of  law  at  Carleton  University. 


Ottawa  teens  attend  Friendship  Circle  conference  in  Detroit 


Ottawa  delegation  at  the  International  Friendship  Circle  Volunteer  Conference  last 
month  in  Detroit.  (Left  to  right):  Teen  volunteers  Emilie  Elbaz  and  Corinne  Baray  and 
adult  co-ordinators  Sigal  Baray  and  Devora  Caytak. 


By  Diane  Koven 

for  Friendship  Circle 

Thanks  to  a grant  from 
the  Ontario  Trillium  Foun- 
dation, two  local  teenagers 
were  fortunate  enough  to 
travel  to  Detroit  to  attend 
the  third  annual  Internation- 
al Friendship  Circle  Volun- 
teer Conference. 

Emilie  Elbaz  and 
Corinne  Baray,  accompa- 
nied by  adult  co-ordinators 
Devora  Caytak  and  Sigal 
Baray,  took  part  in  the 
three-day  conference,  Feb- 
ruary 6 to  8.  which  com- 
bined education,  Shabbat 
programming  and  good, 
old-fashioned  fun. 

Created  13  years  ago  in 
Detroit,  the  Friendship  Cir- 
cle matches  volunteers  with 
special  needs  children  for 
social  and  recreational  out- 
ings. The  children  benefit, 
and  so  do  the  families  who 
are  given  an  often  much- 
needed  break  and  some  time 
to  focus  on  other  family 
members. 

The  original  Friendship 
Circle  in  Detroit  has  grown 
to  1,000  volunteers  and  the 


concept  has  spread  to  other 
parts  of  the  U.S.,  Canada, 
Great  Britain  and  Australia. 
Each  Friendship  Circle  is 
operated  independently  by  a 
local  Chabad  Lubavitch 
centre.  The  Ottawa  Friend- 
ship Circle  has  enriched  the 
lives  of  many  local  Jewish 
children  with  special  needs. 

Corinne  Baray  has  been 
volunteering  with  the 
Friendship  Circle  for  three 
years  and  has  found  the  ex- 
perience very  rewarding. 
She  first  learned  about  the 
Friendship  Circle  from  a 
speaker  at  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School,  where  she  is  a 
student,  and  began  by  being 
a “friend  at  home,"  visiting 
and  spending  time  with  a 
young  person  with  special 
needs.  She  is  now  involved 
in  weekly  Hebrew-language 
tutoring  to  adults  with 
special  needs. 

The  conference,  said 
Baray,  “was  amazing.” 
Being  with  other  teenage 
girls  from  various  cities 
around  the  world,  learning 
together,  spending  time  to- 
gether and  having  fun 


together,  was  very  exciting. 
There  were  team-building 
exercises,  leadership  work- 
shops and  even  toboggan- 
ing, all  designed  to  bring  the 
girls  together  for  a common 
purpose. 

During  the  workshops, 
the  participants  were  given 
hypothetical  situations  that 
they  might  encounter  with 


their  special  needs  friends 
and  shared  ideas  on  how  to 
deal  with  them. 

One  example,  given  by 
Baray,  was  “what  we  would 
do  if  we  were  at  an  ice- 
cream parlour  with  our  spe- 
cial needs  friend  and  he  was 
taking  a very  long  time  de- 
ciding which  flavour  he 
wanted.  The  server  becomes 


impatient  and  perhaps  rude. 
We  shared  ideas  for  various 
ways  to  handle  the  situation, 
always  keeping  in  mind  that 
the  main  goal  is  to  make 
sure  our  special  needs 
friend  is  comfortable  and 
feels  like  an  individual,  like 
an  everyday  human  being.” 
The  teens  returned  to 
their  various  centres  imbued 


with  the  desire  to  spread  the 
message  of  Friendship 
Circle. 

“My  biggest  responsibil- 
ity is  to  make  Friendship 
Circle  better  known  in  our 
community,  what  it  is  about 
and  why  there  is  a Friend- 
ship Circle,  and  to  bring 
back  all  of  my  experiences; 
to  spread  the  word,”  said 
Baray. 

'Friendship'  is  more  than 
just  a word  in  the  name  of 
the  conference.  The  partici- 
pants developed  close  per- 
sonal friendships  as  well. 

“I  think  I made  lifelong 
friendships  through  this  be- 
cause we  all  have  one  thing 
in  common,"  she  said.  “We 
know  that  we  have  done 
something  good  and  have 
helped  someone  at  the  end 
of  the  day;  and  that  makes 
us  feel  good  ourselves.” 

Baray  is  now  using  Face- 
book  to  keep  in  touch  with 
some  of  the  new  friends  she 
made  at  the  conference.  If 
given  the  opportunity,  she’d 
love  to  attend  another 
Friendship  Circle  confer- 
ence, she  said. 
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A gift  forever 

Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 

To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 

call  Carolene  Preap  (613-798-4696  ext.  232) 

e-mail:  cpreap@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.OJCF.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 


In  memory  of: 

Diane  Marks  by  Kenneth  Greenberg  and  family. 

HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Sigal  and  Sharon  Baray  on  the  loss  of  their  father 
by  Sarah  and  Steven  Morgan  and  family. 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Tillie  Marko  by  the  Carroccetto,  Arcand  and 
Chamberlin  families. 

OTTAWA  POST 

JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Herb  Goldenberg  by  David  and  Judy  Kalin. 

GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Frayda  and  Charlie  Wiseman  on  Yossi's  engage- 
ment to  Julie  Shusterman  by  Maureen  and  Jeff  Katz. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Tillie  Marko  by  Cliff  and  Joan  Sabourin. 


SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Barbara  and  Bany  Bokhaut  on  Yossi’s  engag- 
ment  to  Julie  Shusterman  by  Maureen  and  Jeff  Katz. 

AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ARCHBAR 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG 
MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR”  KARDASH 
CAMP  B’NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
AD1NA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS’  FUND 
RAMBAM  MA1M0NIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA-WINTHROP 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jew- 
ish Community  Foundation  acknowledges 
with  thanks  contributions  to  the  following 
funds  as  of  March  3,  2009. 

RUTH  AND  IRVING  AARON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ruth  Aaron  by  Abe  and  Beverly  Feinstein;  and  by 
Edie  Landau. 

In  memory  of: 

Leah  Steinman  by  Abe  and  Beverly  Feinstein. 

IRVING  AND  ESTHER  BELLMAN 
MEMORI  AL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Clara  Bleet  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer. 

R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Stacey  Seller  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer. 

ALEX  AND  MOLLIE  BETCHERMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Joy  Rosenstein. 

MARTIN  AND  ELLIE  BLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Marty.  Ellie,  Andrea  and  Ashley 
Black. 

Izzy  Farber  by  Marty  and  Ellie  Black. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Bess  Swedlove  by  Marty  and  Ellie  Black. 

CYNTHIA  AND  DAVID  BLUMENTHAL 
ENDOW  MENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Tania  Firestone  by  Cynthia  and  David 
Blumenthal. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Irene  Rife  by  Cynthia  and  David  Blumenthal. 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Ronnie  and  Anna  Cantor  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  by  Cynthia  and  David  Blumenthal. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Eugene  Rothman  by  Cynthia  and  David 
Blumenthal  and  family. 

TILLIE  AND  HARRY  CHERM 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Esthel  Huniu  on  the  passing  of  her  sister  Eileen  by 
Sol  and  Sylvia  Kaiman. 

JACK  AND  SARAH  COGAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Leonard  and  Rhona  Cogan. 

In  memory  of: 

Florence  Greenberg  by  Leonard  and  Rhona 
Cogan. 

DAVID  AND  QUEENIE  COHEN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Queenie  Cohen,  a beloved  mother  and  Bubby  by 
David  and  Judy  Kalin  and  family. 

Happy  Purim  to: 

Howard  and  Marlene  Cohen  and  family  by  David 
and  Judy  Kalin  and  family. 

Francis  Tobias  and  Stanley  Cohen  by  David  and 
Judy  Kalin  and  family. 

Aviva  and  Michael  Kalin  and  family  by  David  and 
Judy  Kalin  and  family. 

Pearl  Orenstein  by  David  and  Judy  Kalin  and 
family. 

Barbara,  Stephen,  Chiam  and  Joshua  Sussman  by 
David  and  Judy  Klin  and  family. 


SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and  family. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Danielle  Shanefield  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and 
family. 

ABIGAIL  GREENBERG  MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Abigail  Greenberg  on  her  Bat  Mitzvah  by  the 
Schweitzer  family;  by  Kenneth  Greenberg  and  family; 
by  Alison  and  Ben  Sohmer;  by  Roger  Greenberg  and 
Cindy  Feingold;  by  Barbara  and  Edward  Victor;  by 
Alan.  Adelle,  Jamie  and  Katherine  Rubin;  by  Bernard 
and  Adele  Shinder;  by  Israel  Shinder,  by  Eilleen  and 
John  Tackabeny;  by  Dorothy  and  Shlomo  Langburt; 
by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan;  by  Reesa  Greenberg;  by 
Jerry  and  Elaine  Bezner;  by  Marvin  and  Karen  Gloven 
and  family;  by  Harvey  Slack;  by  Stephen  and 
Jocelyne  Greenberg;  by  Shelley  and  Jason  Baizana; 
by  Jacie  and  Sandra  Levinson;  and  by  Lorraine 
Caplan 

JOSEPH  AND  ESTHER  EISENSTADT 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Morris  and  Shelley  Schachnow  on  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  by  Joan  Sacksner  and  Fem 
Eisenstadt. 

LESLIE  AND  CORNELIA  ENGEL 
ENDOW  MENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Leslie  Engel,  a wonderful  kind  gentleman  by 
Debbie  and  Brian  Aarenau  and  family. 

FLORENCE  FAMILY  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of: 

Lena  Florence,  a beloved  grandmother  by  A.L., 
Ann  and  Leanne  Smith. 

Frank  Florence,  a dear  uncle  by  A.L.,  Ann  and 
Leanne  Smith. 

In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  A.L.,  Ann  and  Leanne  Smith. 
Chicky  Wolfe  by  A.L.,  Ann  and  Leanne  Smith. 

FRAN  AND  SID  GERSHBERG  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Mickey  Davids  by  Fran  and  Sid  Gcrshberg. 

David  Lunn  by  Fran  and  Sid  Gershbcrg. 

GILBOA/MAOZ  FAMILY  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Ralph  and  Sally  Anzarouth  for  their  hospitality  by 
Hadar  Maoz. 

GEORGE  AND  MARY  GOLDBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Mary  Goldberg  by  David  and  Esther  Kwavnick; 
and  by  Marcus  and  Melane  Hotz. 

GILBERT  AND  BESS  GREENBERG 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Carol  Greenberg  on  Abigail’s  Bat  Mitzvah  by 
Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

MICHAEL  GREENBERG  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Mervin  Greenberg  by  Steve.  Jocelyne,  Lee. 
Jessica  and  Emma  Greenberg. 

GROSSMAN  KLEIN  FAMILIES  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Tania  Firestone  by  Vera  and  Leslie  Klein  and 
family. 

Continued  on  page  24 
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Shmuel  Feig  by  Vera  and  Leslie  Klein  and 
family. 

lssie  Rose  by  Vera  and  Leslie  Klein  and  family. 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Susan  and  Steve  Skolnik  by  Vera  and  Leslie  Klein 
and  family. 

HANSER  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Tzivya  Hanser,  a dear  Bubba  by  Isabel  and  Norm 
Lesh  and  family. 

Jack  Hanser,  a dear  Uncle  by  Isabel  and  Norm 
Lesh  and  family. 

RHEA  AND  JEFFEERY  HOCHSTADTER 
FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Norman  Victor  by  Rhea,  Jeffery,  Ellana  and  Lorn 
Hochstadter. 

Fred  Hochstadter  by  Rhea,  Jeffery,  Ellana  and 
Lorn  Hochstadter. 

Larry  Arron  by  Rhea,  Jeffery,  Ellana  and  Lom 
Hochstadter. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Millie  Weinstein  by  Rhea,  Jeffery,  Ellana  and  Lom 
Hochstadter. 

In  appreciation  to: 

Joan  and  Bill  Lopatin  by  Rhea  and  Jeff 
Hochstadter. 

DOROTHY  AND  HY  HYMES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Chick  Wolf  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

Issie  Rose  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

Lotte  Molot  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 


ARTHUR  AND  SARAH  KIMMEL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Bess  Swedlove  by  Isabel  and  Norman  Lesh. 
Jordan  Finn  by  Isabel  and  Norman  Lesh. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Birthe  Doig  on  the  loss  of  her  father  by  Fay 
Koffman. 

KRANTZBERG  KRANE  FAMILY  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Terry  Schwarzfeld  by  Myra  and  Sam  Krane. 

BERNIE  AND  IDA  LESH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Cy  Torontow  by  Ida  Lesh. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Frieda  Levitan  by  Sandy  and  Allen  Quallenberg. 

SALLY  AND  ELLIOTT  LEVITAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Bryna  and  Murray  Cohen  on  the  birth  of  their  new 
grandchild  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Debbie  and  Neil  Zaret  on  the  engagement  of  Josh 
to  Jennifer  Levin  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Sydney  Kronick  and  Barbara  Sugarman  on  the 
engagement  of  Josh  to  Jennifer  by  Sally  and  Elliott 
Levitan. 

Henry  and  Maureen  Molot  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughters  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Corinne  Levine  on  the  engagement  of  Jennifer  to 
Josh  Zaret  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Condolences  to: 


and  Elliott  Levitan. 

In  memory  of: 

Lotte  Molot  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

Thorey  Chemey  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 

JOSEPH  AND  EVELYN  LIEFF 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Stacey  Seller  by  Francie  Greenspoon  and  Norman 
LiefT. 

ETHYL  AND  MANNY  LIGHTSTONE 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Steven  Kerzner  on  being  awarded  the  Ben  Karp 
award  for  volunteerism  by  Judah  and  Margo 
Silverman. 

IRVING  AND  ELLEN  LITHWICK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Vicki  Weiss  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  and 
family. 

MORTY  MAYBERGER 
UNITED  JEWISH  APPEAL 
GOLF  TOURNAMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Anne  Blair  by  Lola  and  Sydney  Shatsky. 

JACK  AND  HONEY  MONSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Sunny  Torontow  by  Jack  and  Honey  Baylin. 

DOROTHY  AND  HERBERT  NADOLNY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Leonard  and  Rhona 
Cogan. 

ROSS1E  AND  ISSIE  ROSE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Corinne  and  Sheldon  Taylor. 

RICHARD  ROTH  AND  RIVA  LEVITAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Get  well  soon  to: 

Stacey  Seller  by  Richard  Roth  and  Riva  Levitan 
and  family. 

Congratulations  to: 

Marty  Friedlich  on  becoming  associate  professor 
by  Riva,  Richard,  Jared  and  Aaron. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Frieda  Levitan  by  Riva,  Richard.  Jared  and  Aaron, 
your  grandchildren  and  great-grand  children. 

SAMUEL  AND  RUTH  ROTHMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  recognition  of: 

Dr.  Piney  Pollock  highly  distinguished  career  in 
medicine  by  Corinne  and  Sheldon  Taylor  and  family 
and  Jerry  Taylor. 

RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Judy  and  Gil  Strauss  on  the  birth  of  their  son  by 
Rhoda  and  Jeffery  Miller. 

In  memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Rhoda  and  Jeffery  Miller. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Stacey  Seller  by  Rhoda  and  Jeffery  Miller. 

SOL  AND  ZELAINE  SHINDER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Stacy  Seller  by  Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder. 


JACK  AND  SARAH  SILVERSTEIN  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Eileen  Baron  by  the  Silverstein  family. 

R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Corrine  Zagerman  by  the  Silverstein  family. 

SAM  AND  SUE  SLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Seymour  Slack  by  Sue  Slack. 

JACK  AND  LINDA  SMITH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Clair  Krantzberg. 

LEAH,  FREDA  AND  HENRY  STEINMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Leah  Steinman  by  Edie  Landau;  by  Leona  Pinkus 
and  family;  and  by  Elly  Bollegraaf. 

MAX  AND  PHYLLIS  STERNTHAL 
FAMILY  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Honey  Fleisher  by  Max  and  Phyllis  Stemthal. 

CLAIRE  AND  SAM  TANNER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Lana  and  Stephen  Tanner  and 
family. 

THE  TARANTOUR  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Linda  and  Murray  Greenberg  on  the  engagement 
of  Amanda  Beth  to  Trevor  Smith  by  Anne  Lazear  and 
family. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Sonia  Tarantour  Pearl  by  Ann  Lazear,  Selma 
Tarantour  and  Teena  Goldberg. 

JEFFREY  TAYLOR  AND  SUSIE  WEISMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Lunn  by  Jeff  Taylor,  Susie  Weisman  and 
family. 

BARBARA  AND  GERALD  THAW 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Stan  Hitzig  by  Barbara  and  Gerald  Thaw. 

LISE  AND  MARK  THAW  FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Stan  Hitzig  by  Lise  and  Mark  Thaw. 

Continued  good  health  to: 

Pearl  Thaw  by  Lise,  Mark.  Alayna  and  Bryan 
Thaw. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Miriam  and  Louis  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Haskell  Zabitsky  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

SAM  AND  HELENE  ZARET 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Helen  Fonberg  by  the  Zaret  family. 

ZIPES  KARANOFSKY  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Justice  Marshall  and  Dr.  Sheila  Rothstein  on  the 

Continued  on  page  25 


Lou  Eisenberg  to  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 


Eleanor  Dover  on  the  loss  of  her  brother  by  Sally 


Bulk  Packages  of  Tribute  Cards! 
at  the 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 


What  better  way  to  support  your  Ottawa  Jewish  community 
than  to  purchase  custom  designed  tribute  cards. 

Send  a card  for  occasions  such  as  a Mazel  Tov, 
condolence,  milestones  and  high  holiday. 


Tribute  cards  are  available 
in  packages  of  18  or  more 
for  a donation  of  $15  per  card 
or  single  cards 

for  a minimum  donation  of  $18. 


Purchasing  in  bulk  makes  donating  to  your  fund, 
to  your  family  fund  or  to  your  favourite  agency’s  fund 
easy  and  cost  effective. 

Make  your  donation  TODAY  by  calling  us 
at  613.798.4696  extension  232. 

Donations  can  be  made  online  at 

www.OJCF.ca 
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birth  of  their  grandchild,  Rachel  Mia  by  Helen  and 
Rick  Zipes. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Mary  Bryant  by  Helen  Zipes. 

SANDRA  AND  SAM  ZUNDER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Sandra  and  Sam  Zunder. 

In  memory  of: 

Scotty  Smith  by  Sandra  and  Sam  Zunder. 


THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM 

JORDAN  SAMUEL  FINN 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Isabel  and  Norman  Lesh  by  Joshua  and  Davina  Finn. 

ALAYNAAND  BRYAN  THAW 
MITZVAH  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Stan  Hitzig  by  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 


I’ve  thought  about  it 
and  here’s  what  I think 


“You  think  too  much,"  my  friend  told  me 
the  other  day. 

That  kind  of  comment  could  make  some- 
one self-conscious.  I mean,  how  much  is  too 
much?  And  what  if,  in  my  striving  not  too 
think  too  much,  I don’t  think  enough?  Would 
1 forget  to  breathe?  Would  I remember  how 
to  walk? 

I could  be  heating  up  some  soup  on  the 
stove  and  say  to  myself,  “remember  to  check 
the  pot  in  five  minutes.”  That’s  how  long  it 
usually  takes  to  boil  a pot  of  soup  on  my 
stove.  So  1 would  sit  at  the  kitchen  table  to 
be  close  enough  to  the  soup  to  react  as  soon 
as  the  soup  boiled,  but  far  enough  away  that 
I didn’t  have  to  think  about  it  all  the  time. 

That  would  be  one  way  of  thinking  less.  I 
would  do  something  mindless,  like  read  a 
book  on  philosophy,  because  then  I wouldn’t 
have  to  over-think  the  boiling  soup. 

I have  actually  tried  this,  but  it  doesn’t 
work.  While  I’m  mindlessly  reading  philos- 
ophy, nothing  goes  into  my  brain.  I read 
words,  but  the  logic  is  too  hard  and  1 have 
this  fear  of  thinking  too  much,  so  I avoid  it. 
Nevertheless,  the  act  of  reading  tends  to 
make  my  eyes  tired  and,  without  a second 
thought,  I usually  fall  asleep  for  10  minutes. 

This  is  unfortunate.  Because  the  soup  has 
been  boiling  for  Five  minutes  when  1 wake  up 
and  there  is  actually  a lot  less  of  it  left.  If  I 
have  a pleasant  dream,  I might  snooze  for  20 
minutes.  Then  I have  no  soup  and  a burnt  pot. 
Believe  it  or  not,  that  has  happened  to  me. 

I try  to  not  think  too  much  when  I take 
things  out  of  the  fridge.  What  happens?  I 
leave  the  door  open  and  my  refrigerator 
cools  the  entire  kitchen.  I try  to  avoid  think- 
ing when  I put  my  cell  phone,  my  keys  or  my 
wallet  down.  Astute  and  observant  readers 


Humour  me, 
please 


Rubin 

Friedman 


will,  by  now,  know  what  happens.  I can’t  re- 
member where  I put  them. 

I have  made  a significant  effort  to  avoid 
thinking  when  I fill  the  car’s  gas  tank  by 
watching  the  pump  metre  as  the  numbers 
flash.  What  is  the  result  of  all  this  hard 
work?  I forget  to  put  the  gas  cap  back  on. 

Last  week,  I tried  not  to  think  in  the 
morning  and  left  without  putting  out  the 
garbage. 

So  my  significant  other  says,  “You  should 
be  more  conscious  of  what  you  are  doing. 
Think  about  what  you  are  doing." 

Now  I really  get  confused.  If  I think 
about  what  I am  doing  all  the  time,  wouldn’t 
I be  thinking  too  much? 

This  is  hard  because  they  keep  on  chang- 
ing the  rules  - whoever  the  ‘they’  are  who 
are  in  charge  of  the  rules. 

I will  have  to  think  this  over.  Or,  maybe 
to  avoid  too  much  thinking,  I will  simply 
think  it  through  and  get  it  over  with. 

OK,  I've  thought  about  it  and  here’s  what 
I think.  It’s  not  that  I think  too  much.  I just 
think  at  the  wrong  moments.  My  mind  is  out 
of  sync  with  what's  happening  in  the  world. 

But  I have  no  time  to  talk.  My  soft-boiled 
egg  is  hard-boiled  by  now  and  I’d  better  go 
up  and  turn  off  the  stove  before  it  starts 
burning. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  who  has  time  to  think 
so  much? 


MOVING? 
SUBSCRIPTION 
ABOUT  TO  LAPSE? 

Don’t  miss  one  issue! 

Call  in  your  change  of  address 
or  renew  TODAY! 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 


Contributions  may  be  made  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  by  contacting  Carolene 
Preap  at  613-798-4696  extension  232, 
Monday  to  Friday. 

We  have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail  ad- 
dress is  donation@ojcf.ca. 


Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  convey 
the  appropriate  sentiments.  All  dona- 
tions are  acknowledged  with  an  official 
receipt  for  income  tax  purposes. 

We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and 
Amex. 


Thursday,  April  16th,  2009 

has  been  declared  Foundation  Day 
in  recognition  of  the  OJCF’s  vital  role  of  providing  donors 
the  vehicle  to  contribute  to  the  long-term  financial  stability  and 
support  of  the  needs  of  the  agencies  that  serve 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 
invites  you  to  celebrate 
Foundation  Day  as  a special  event 
at  participating  shuls  throughout  Ottawa. 

This  date  coincides  with  the  8th  day  of  Passover 
and  Yahrzeit. 

Come  celebrate  with  us! 


CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 

SPECIAL  2009  GROUP  DEPARTURES 

May  25-30  CANYON  RANCH  SPA  GETAWAY 

5-day  package  includes  transportation,  spa  plan  and  much  more! 

June  29-July  13  BALTIC  CRUISE  ON  OCEANIA  REGATTA  - 14  DAYS 

Free  air  from  Toronto  included!  Starts  in  Stockholm,  ends  in  Dover  (London). 
Special  features:  2 days  in  Stockholm,  3 days  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  7 other  exciting  ports  of  call. 

October  3-17  VISIT  WARSAW,  BUDAPEST,  VIENNA,  PRAGUE 
November  1-10  EXOTIC  MOROCCO  WITH  CANTOR  DANIEL  BENLOLO 

Please  call  Chris  Calder  (ext.  2229)  or  Nancy  Borer  (ext.  2232) 
for  further  information. 


□ 


Sandra  Granatstein 
sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlit.ca 
130  Albert  St.  Suite  714, 

Ottawa,  ON,  KIP  5G4 


Carlson  WagonlitTravel 


613-238-4040 


Homewatch 
Caregivers 

613.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 

Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 

• Nurses,  Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 

• Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 

• Specialized  Dementia  Care 

• Back  Up  Child  Care 

• Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


BRIAN  Levitan,  Certified  Senior  Advisor  WENDY  BlRKHAN.  Social  Worker 
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Tilapia 

with  Balsamic  Browned  Butter 


Tilapia  is  a wonderful  fish  to  serve  those  guests  who 
claim  not  to  like  fish.  It  is  white,  moist  and  mild- 
flavoured,  making  it  perfect  for  a variety  of  recipes. 
Some  call  it  ‘the  chicken  of  the  sea.’ 


4 tilapia  fillets  (6-8  ounces  each) 
Kosher  Salt 

Freshly  ground  black  pepper 
1/2  cup  all  purpose  flour 

2 tablespoons  olive  oil 

3 tablespoons  butter 

1/4  cup  balsamic  vinegar 


Season  tilapia  fillets  generously  on  both  sides  with 
salt  and  pepper.  Dredge  fish  in  flour  and  shake  off 
excess. 

Heat  olive  oil  in  a large  (12-inch)  frying  pan  over 
medium  high  heat.  Cook  fish  for  about  4 minutes  per 
side. 

Remove  fish  from  pan  to  a large  platter  and  cover 
loosely  with  foil  to  keep  fish  warm. 

Turn  heat  down  to  medium  and  add  butter  to  pan. 
Cook  butter  for  about  3 minutes,  or  just  until  it  begins 
to  turn  brown. 

Stir  in  balsamic  vinegar  and  continue  cooking  over 
high  heat  until  mixture  is  reduced  by  half, 
y.  Spoon  sauce  over  fish.  Serve. 


I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 
And  I can  take  “memories  out  of  a box” 

Think  of  all  your  old  photos,  slides,  8mm  & 16mm 
home  movies  in  boxes  in  your  basement. 

"Memories  in  a box”. 

I can  capture  “your  memories”  on  DVD. 

Just  sit  back  and  enjoy  watching 
"your  memories”  on  your  TV  screen 
For  more  information,  I can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919,  or  at  jerryathome@sympatico.ca 


gpC  Clip  this 

& RECEIVE  FREE  PAINTING 
(NO  STUDIO  FEE) 

Expires  March  31,2009 


Register  Now! 

Kids  Creative  Camp 

Ages  8 to  13 

April  13  to  17  • 1 pm  to  4 pm 


Special  Extended  Hours 
April  13  to  17 

Mon  Tues  Wed 
10  am  to  5:30  pm 
Thurs  & Fri 
10  am  to  8 pm 

Food  Bank 
FREE  KID  PAINTING 

Every  Tuesday  10-5 

To  receive  our  enews  email  us  at 
info@gottapaint.com 

352  Kirkwood  Ave 

North  of  Richmond  Rd 

Call  613-729-7754 
www.gottapaint.com 

Tug  of  war  in 

I recently  celebrated  a milestone  birthday.  (Hint:  it 
rhymes  with  nifty!)  One  of  my  sisters  subscribes  to  the 
Birthday  Week  theory,  where  you  celebrate  all  week  long, 
not  just  on  the  day  of  your  birthday. 

That  seemed  appropriate  for  this  big  birthday,  so  I 
celebrated  with  a week-long  trip  to  the  Bahamas  at  the  end 
of  February.  Including  Roger  and  me,  we  were  a 
somewhat  unruly  crew  of  1 8 people.  The  group  included 
both  old  and  new  friends  from  Toronto  and  Ottawa. 

In  the  week  leading  up  to  the  trip,  I became  somewhat 
obsessive  about  the  weather  at  our  destination.  I began 
checking  the  Weather  Network  website  at  least  twice  a day 
and  was  not  happy  with  the  10-day  forecast  calling  for 
showers  and  somewhat  cooler  temperatures. 

While  I know  I can’t  control  the  weather,  I still  felt 
somewhat  responsible  for  providing  perfect  weather  since 
all  those  people  were  coming  in  honour  of  my  birthday. 

About  four  days  before  the  trip,  I discovered  that,  while 
I was  obsessive,  one  of  my  girlfriends  also  had  some 
psychological  issues  to  deal  with.  She  was  so  distressed 
about  the  forecast  that  she  began  searching  other  weather 
websites  until  she  could  find  one  that  would  give  her  the 
perfect  forecast  she  desired.  Talk  about  taking  denial  to  a 
whole  new  level! 

We  worried  needlessly.  The  weather  turned  out  to  be 
warm  and  sunny. 

The  week  was  filled  with  lots  of  fun  and  surprises.  On 
our  second  day,  at  the  end  of  lunch,  the  theme  music  from 
the  Olympics  began  playing  loudly  and  two  of  our  friends 
ran  in  carrying  lit  tiki  torches. 


Roasted  Halibut  Curry 


Serves  4 


On  our  last  day  in  the  Bahamas,  the  chef  served  us 
a wonderful  chicken  curry  dish  for  lunch.  Here  is  a 
similar  version,  made  with  halibut. 

This  recipe  was  created  by  Lucy  Waverman.  It 
would  be  wonderful  served  with  sugar  snap  peas  and 
some  basmati  or  jasmine  rice  on  the  side. 


2 tablespoons  vegetable  oil 
4 plum  tomatoes,  chopped  into  1-inch  dice 
1 tablespoon  Thai  red  curry  paste 
1 tablespoon  lime  juice 
1 teaspoon  sugar 

1 cup  coconut  milk 

2 tablespoons  chopped  fresh  basil 
2 tablespoons  chopped  fresh  mint 
Salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper 
1 1/2  pounds  halibut 


Preheat  oven  to  450  degrees  F.  Heat  oil  in  ovenproof 
skillet  over  high  heat.  Add  tomatoes  and  cook  until  be- 
ginning to  wilt,  about  1-2  minutes.  Stir  in  curry  paste, 
lime  juice,  sugar  and  coconut  milk  and  bring  to  a boil. 

Reduce  heat  to  medium-low  and  simmer  until  sauce 
thickens  slightly,  about  5-8  minutes.  Stir  in  half  the 
basil  and  mint. 

Place  fish  fillets  in  skillet,  spooning  a little  sauce 
over  them  and  place  skillet  in  oven. 

Bake  for  10-15  minutes  or  until  fish  is  cooked  and 
white  juices  appear.  Garnish  with  remaining  herbs. 
Serve. 

V 


the  Bahamas 


Made 
with  Love 

€ 

Cindy  Feingold 

They  had  planned  an  entire  afternoon  of  Olympic 
events.  We  were  divided  into  two  teams.  I led  the  blue 
team  and  Roger  was  the  leader  of  the  yellow  team.  The 
yellow  team’s  T-shirts  were  more  accurately  a mustard 
colour,  so  Roger  was  quickly  given  the  moniker,  ‘Colonel 
Mustard.’  He  was  a wonderful  colonel,  but  led  his  team  to 
defeat. 

Our  first  event  was  a tug  of  war. 

Imagine  if  you  can,  14  Jewish  Type  A personalities 
attempting  to  organize  themselves  into  a tug  of  war.  There 
were  debates  about  where  the  rope  should  be  laid,  how  to 
measure  the  exact  middle  of  the  rope,  how  to  determine 
what  constitutes  a win,  and  so  on.  We  were  exhausted 
before  we  even  began.  The  several  non-Jews  and  Type  Bs 
also  present  just  stood  by  rolling  their  eyes  at  the  scene. 

After  about  two  minutes  of  earnest  tugging,  it  became 
clear  the  teams  were  very  evenly  matched  and  no  one  was 
budging.  We  were  sweating  and  most  of  us  felt  like  we 
were  going  to  pass  out.  Of  course,  I’m  sure  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fact  that  wine  had  been  served  at 
lunch.  In  the  middle  of  our  first  event,  we  had  to  have  a 
rest  period,  so  someone,  wisely,  called  for  a break. 

The  rest  of  the  events  - egg  toss,  egg  on  a spoon,  kayak 
races  - were  much  tamer  and  we  managed  to  survive. 

I came  away  from  the  week  feeling  very  grateful  and 
blessed  to  have  so  many  wonderful,  loving  and  caring 
friends.  It  was  a week  I’m  sure  we  will  remember  for  a 
very  long  time. 

I also  came  home  with  some  new  culinary  inspirations. 
The  wonderful  food  we  ate  inspired  these  fish  recipes. 


UNIQUE  ACCESSORIES 

CARLINGWOOD  MALL 
Large  Selection  of  Ladies  Dress  Hats 
for  Passover  or  any  Occasion 


Call  Vicky 
@ 613-884-4621 

Or  just  drop  in 
9:30am  - 9pm 


We  never  stop  moving.” 


1 


BANKGRH 


Considering  a move? 


Judith  Bron 

613-226-8790 

www.judithbron.com 


Contact  me  for  a free  market  evaluation  of  your  home 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.  collects  and 
uses  your  personal  information  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing you  with  the  products  and  services  you  have  requested  from 
us. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  also  contact  you  from  time  to 


time  to  ask  about  your  account  or  to  conduct  market  research  and 
surveys  in  an  effort  to  continually  improve  our  product  service  of- 
ferings. 

To  enable  us  to  more  efficiently  provide  the  products  and  ser- 
vices you  have  requested  from  us.  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may 


share  your  personal  information  with  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ot- 
tawa. the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation  and  the  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre. 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  or  to  speak  to  the  Privacy 
Officer,  please  call  613-798-4696  ext.  256. 
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Understanding  the  Holocaust  through  twinning 

Kid  Lit 


The  practice  of  twinning,  bringing  two  unrelated  persons 
or  communities  together,  has  been  around  for  some  time.  At 
the  height  of  the  campaign  to  free  Soviet  Jewry,  many  North 
American  Bar  and  Bat  Mitzvah  children  twinned  with  Jewish 
kids  in  the  Soviet  Union  who  were  denied  the  right  to  a reli- 
gious ceremony.  It  was  a way  to  further  our  understanding  of 
the  plight  of  Soviet  Jewry. 

Twinning  has  also  been  used  by  communities,  schools  and 
synagogues  in  North  America  to  promote  understanding  of  the 
needs  of  specific  communities,  schools  and  synagogues  in  Is- 
rael and  to  help  them. 

In  recent  years,  the  practice  of  twinning  has  been  extended 
to  remembering  and  honouring  Bar  and  Bat  Mitzvah  aged 
children  who  were  victims  of  the  Holocaust.  Some  of  those 
children  survived.  Others  did  not.  None  were  able  to  celebrate 
a Jewish  coming  of  age  ceremony,  whether  it  was  a Bar  Mitz- 
vah for  the  boys  or  some  other  ceremony  for  the  girls. 

Two  Ottawans.  Ariela  Vardit  Ravek  and  Ian  Jason-Byerley, 
have  been  profiled  in  the  Bulletin  over  the  past  year-and-a- 
half  with  stories  about  their  Bat  and  Bar  Mitevahs  being 
twinned  with  children  who  died  in  the  Holocaust.  Both  young 
people  talked  about  how  the  experience  deepened  and  person- 
alized their  understanding  of  the  Holocaust.  Ariela  and  Ian, 
like  the  fictional  Laura  in  the  following  book,  will  never  for- 
get their  twin  or  the  Holocaust. 

The  Diary'  of  Laura’s  Twin 

By  Kathy  Kacer 
Second  Story’  Press  2008 
202  pages.  Ages  9-1 3. 

Canadian  psychologist  and  prize-winning  author  Kathy 
Kacer,  the  daughter  of  Holocaust  survivors,  specializes  in 
writing  books  for  children  and  young  adults  about  the  Holo- 
caust. Her  goal  is  to  promote  the  importance  of  understanding 
the  Holocaust  in  order  to  keep  its  memory  alive. 

In  The  Diaiy  of  Laura ’s  Twin , Kacer  vividly  depicts  the 
process  of  growing  awareness,  understanding  and  identifica- 
tion between  a contemporary  child.  Laura,  and  her  Holocaust 
twin,  Sara,  with  sensitivity,  immediacy  and  respect  for  the 
inner  turmoil  often  experienced  by  young  readers  confronting 
the  Holocaust. 

How  would  you  feel  if.  out  of  the  blue,  your  rabbi  assigned 
you  a Holocaust  twinning  project  three  weeks  before  your  Bat 
Mitzvah?  Laura  feels  swamped  and  more  than  a little  resent- 
ful. She  doesn’t  want  to  do  it.  She’s  already  learned  her  bra- 
chot  and  Torah  portion,  completed  a tzedakah  project  and 
studied  the  Holocaust.  She  has  oodles  of  homework  and  as- 
signments for  English  school,  still  has  to  attend  to  last  minute 
preparations  for  her  party  and  help  with  her  younger  sister. 


Deanna  Silverman 


Her  rabbi  persists.  Go  talk  to  Mrs.  Mandelcom,  he  tells  Laura. 
Then  make  your  decision  about  twinning. 

Surprisingly,  the  mysterious  Mrs.  Mandelcom  doesn't 
have  much  to  say.  Instead,  she  hands  Laura  the  diary  of  Sara 
Gittler,  a young  Polish  girl  caught  up  in  the  Holocaust,  and  her 
own  English-language  translation  of  it.  Sara’s  diary  painstak- 
ingly details  the  lives  of  her  family  and  friends  in  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto.  As  though  by  osmosis,  Sara’s  fear,  helplessness  and 
courage  become  part  of  Laura’s  life. 

Now  Laura  is  really  unsettled.  She’s  simultaneously 
flustered  at  learning  so  much  about  a specific  victim  of  the 
Holocaust  and  compelled  to  continue  reading  Sara's  diary. 
She’s  increasingly  identifying  with  Sara.  After  all,  the  girls 
are  almost  the  same  age.  They  have  similar  looks  and'inter- 
ests.  They  each  have  a younger  sister.  And  they  are  both 
Jewish. 

Laura’s  confused  feelings  are  something  she  can’t  explain 
to  her  parents  or  to  her  best  friends,  Nix  and  Adam.  Amazing- 
ly, Adam  seems  to  think  it’s  natural  to  know  the  details  of  in- 
dividual lives  during  the  Holocaust  because  his  grandfather 
talks  about  the  Holocaust  all  the  time.  As  for  Nix,  who  isn’t 
Jewish,  she  seems  to  think  all  anyone  has  to  know  about  the 
Holocaust  can  be  learned  by  reading  The  Diary  of  Anne 
Frank. 

Meanwhile,  events  in  Laura’s  real  world  are  impinging  on, 
and  intermingling  with,  the  events  in  Sara's  diary.  A Jewish 
cemetery  near  Laura’s  school  is  desecrated  and  Nix  is  behav- 
ing strangely.  Was  Nix  involved?  What  happened  to  Sara? 
And  exactly  who  is  Mrs.  Mandelcom? 

The  Diaiy  of  Laura ‘s  Twin  includes,  photographs  of  the 
Warsaw  Ghetto,  brief  biographies  of  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Warsaw  Ghetto  Uprising  and  short  descriptions  of  Bar  and 
Bat  Mitzvah  twinning  ceremonies. 

The  Diary  of  Laura ‘s  Twin . winner  of  the  2008  National 
Jewish  Book  Award  for  Children’s  and  Young  Adult  Literature, 
is  another  superior  Holocaust 
story,  with  contemporary 
overtones,  by  Kathy  Kacer. 
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By  Kathy  Kacer 


IVfazcil  Tov ! 


It’s  twin  boys! 

GRANT  - Oliver  and  Amanda  are  delighted  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  Benjamin  Simon,  followed  three  minutes  later  by  his 
identical  twin  brother,  Charlie  Ethan,  on  February  23,  2009. 
Welcomed  with  love  by  grandparents  Gina  and  Howard  Grant, 
and  Karen  Paul,  great-grandparents  Edna  and  Seymour 
Eisenberg,  and  uncles  Shane  Paul  and  Leo  Grant. 


For  information  on  how  to  submit 
an  announcement,  contact 
Rhoda  Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 
rsaslovemiller@ottawajewishbulletin.com 


What’s  happening  at 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


Thursday,  April  2 

Thursday,  April  9 
Sunday,  April  12 

Monday,  April  13 
Tuesday,  April  14 
Friday,  May  1 


Kibbitz  Club  Seniors’  Lunch 

in  partnership  with  Jewish  Family  Services 

Community  Passover  Seder 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 
Kosher  for  Passover  Dinner  Night  Out 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 
Shabbat  Dinner  Series 


Watch  for  more  upcoming  events.  Everyone  is  Welcome! 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  synagogue 
at  613-789-3501,  ext.  223  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
www.bethshalom.ca 


Got  a stack 
of  used  books 
at  home? 

Put  them  to  good  use 
by  donating  them  to  the 

Hillel  Academy  Annual  Used  Book  Sale* 

We're  accepting  donations  now. 

To  drop  off: 

Simply  drive  up  to  the  back  door  at  Agu- 
dath  Israel  and  ring  the  bell 
or 

leave  your  books  at  Hillel  Academy 
in  the  front  lobby. 

•This  year  our  event  will  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  Agudath  Israel's  Gift  Shop 
Inventory  Clearout  Sale 

April  26  and  May  3,  9-4pm 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

March  23  to  April  5,  2009 


For  more  community  listings, 
visit  ottawa.planitjewish.com 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 

• MONDAYS  & THURSDAYS 
Motorin’  Munchkins,  spon- 

1 sored  by  Ganon  Preschool,  for  kids 
aged  5 and  under.  Parent/caregiver- 
{ supervised  playtime  in  gymnasium 
with  equipment,  9:00  am  - 12:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  280. 

TUESDAYS 

Israeli  Folkdancing,  learn 
dances,  have  fun,  no  experience 
necessary.  Hillel  Academy,  31 
Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  6:30  pm. 
Info:  613-722-9323. 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Mar  27  O 7:05  pm 
Apr  3 O 7:15  pm 


FRIDAYS 

Shabbat  Shalom,  sponsored  by 
Ganon  Preschool,  learn  about  Shab- 
bat through  crafts,  stories,  games 
and  songs.  Drop-in  program  for 
ages  5 and  under.  Parent/caregiver 
must  accompany,  9:30  am.  Info: 
613-798-9818,  ext.  280. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  23 
Against  the  ride  film  premiere, 
sponsored  by  Friends  of  Simon 
Wiesenthal  Center,  narrated  by 
Dustin  Hoffman,  a compelling  docu- 
mentary of  what  happened  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada  during  the  Holo- 
caust, exposing  the  inaction  of  the 
governments  of  these  countries.  Li- 
brary and  Archives  Canada,  395 
Wellington  Street,  7:30  pm.  Info:  1- 
866-864-9735,  ext.  29. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  26 
Lomir  Reydn  Yiddish,  Yiddish- 
speaking group  hosted  by  Jewish 
Family  Services,  2255  Carling  Av- 
enue, Suite  301 , 10:00  am.  Info:  613- 
722-2225,  ext.  325. 

Shalom  Ottawa,  our  community 
program  on  Rogers  22. 6:00  pm.  (re- 
peated March  28  at  12:00  pm). 


SUNDAY,  MARCH  29 

Books  and  Bagels  Series, 
sponsored  by  Temple  Israel.  Abra- 
ham - A Journey  to  the  Heart  of 
Three  Faiths  by  Bruce  Feiler  will  be 
discussed  by  representatives  of 
three  religions:  Rabbi  Steven 
Garten  of  Temple  Israel;  Ruth 
Sword,  a United  Church  minister 
and  executive  secretary  of  pastoral 
care  in  public  secondary  schools; 
and  Aisha  Sherazi,  Muslim  educa- 
tor and  previous  director  of  the  Ot- 
tawa Islamic  School,  1301  Prince 
of  Wales  Drive,  9:30  am.  Info:  613- 
594-4556. 

Kaleidoscope  of  Jewish  Song 
by  Musica  Ebraica,  from  Rossi  of 
Renaissance  Italy  to  Yiddish  and 
modem  Israeli  selections,  features 
members  of  the  Ottawa  Chamber 
Orchestra  and  two  original  pieces  by 
two  local  musicians,  Temple  Israel, 
1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive,  3:00  pm. 
Info:  613-224-7073. 

TUESDAY.  MARCH  31 

“Gold  Party,”  sponsored  by  Hil- 
lel Academy.  Community  welcome. 
31  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  2:00  - 
5:00  pm  and  7:00  - 10:00  pm.  RSVP 


required  to  613-722-0020,  ext.  323 
by  March  25. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  1 
The  Dybbuk,  a play  presented 
by  students  of  Yitzhak  Rabin  High 
School,  31  Nadolny  Sachs  Private, 
7:00  pm.  Info:  613-727-0420,  ext. 
343  (repeat  performances  April  2 at 
7:00  pm  and  April  5 at  2:00  pm). 

THURSDAY.  APRIL  2 
The  Kibbitz  Club,  sponsored 
by  Jewish  Family  Services  and 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom.  Lun- 
cheon and  program:  Passover  - 
Name  that  Tune,  151  Chapel  Street, 
12:00  pm.  Info:  613-789-3501,  ext. 
223. 

Fourth  Annual  Shalom  Bayit 
Women’s  Seder,  sponsored  by 
Jewish  Family  Sen/ices  of  Ottawa. 
Shalom  Bayit  seeks  to  inform,  edu- 
cate and  provide  resources  and 
raise  awareness  about  family  vio- 
lence in  the  Jewish  community. 
Silent  auction  of  one-of-a-kind 
seder  plates  created  by  local 
artists.  Congregation  Agudath  Is- 
rael, 1400  Coldrey  Avenue,  6:00 
pm.  Info:  613-722-2225.  ext.  246. 


COMING  SOON 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  8 
Passover  Seder  for  Students, 
sponsored  by  Chabad  Student 
Network  of  Ottawa, 

29  Gilmour  Street,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  rabbichaimb@gmail.com. 

10th  Annual  Community  Seder, 
sponsored  by  Jewish  Family 
Services.  Abridged  services  are 
designed  with  younger  children 
and  older  adults  in  mind, 
primarily  in  English  and  Hebrew 
blessings.  Central  Park  Lodge, 
2370  Carling  Avenue,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-722-2225,  ext.  327. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  9 
Second  Seder,  sponsored  by 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom, 
151  Chapel  Street,  6:45  pm. 
Info:  61 3-789-3501,  ext.  223. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  14 
CFHU  Passover  Lunch, 
sponsored  by  Canadian  Friends 


of  Hebrew  University, 
features  address  by  retired 
Israeli  ambassador 
Yoram  Ettinger, 
Agudath  Israel  Congregation, 
1400  Coldrey  Avenue,  12:00  pm. 
Info:  613-829-3150. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  20 
Community  Yom  HaShoah 
Commemoration,  7:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  276. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  21 
National  Holocaust 
Remembrance  Day  Ceremony, 
Parliament  Hill,  3:00  pm. 
Info:  416-785-1333. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  29 
Yom  Ha’Atzmaut  2009 
celebrating  Israel's 
61st  birthday, 

Ottawa  Civic  Centre,  5:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  Is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  send  the  information  to  InfoCentre  co- 
ordinator Benita  Siemiatycki  via  e-mail  at  bsiemiatycki@iewishottawa.com  or  lax  at  613-798-4695.  She  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  613-798-4644.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public. 


2008:  Another  Great  Year  at  Romspen 


Many  investors  now  regret  that  they  took  on  more  risk  than  they  realized  by 
overweighting  their  portfolios  with  stock  market  investments.  They  are  now 
waiting  for  these  investments  to  recover.  But  is  this  really  the  best  solution? 

For  a risk-averse  investment  strategy  consider  the  Romspen  Mortgage 
Investment  Fund,  a leading  Canadian  commercial  mortgage  lender.  Since 
inception  and  including  2008,  investors  in  the  RMIF  have  earned  about  10%  per 
annum.  That’s  not  just  a paper  gain  - it's  cash  paid  to  investors  each  and  every 
month.  Please  visit  our  new  website  and  call  us  toll  free  for  an  information  package. 


ROMS'PE 

mortgage  Investment  (und 


162  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  300 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  3N5 

Tel:  416.966.1100 
Toll  Free:  1.800.494.0389 

www.romspen.com 


Condolences 


Condolences  are  extended 
to  the  families  of: 

Reva  Abrams 
Bernice  Hochberg 
Maurie  Karp 
David  Lunn 
Helen  Marshall 
Cyril  Torontow 
May  their  memory 
be  a blessing  always. 


The 

Condolence  Column 
is  offered 
as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 

There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Carolene  Preap, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  232. 

Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

April  7 for  April  27 
April  22  for  May  1 1 * 
May  6 for  May  25 
May  27  for  June  15 
June  30  for  July  20 
July  29  for  August  17 
August  12  for  September  7* 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


Would  you 
like  to  advertise 
in  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 
Bulletin? 

Contact 

Rhoda 

Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696, 
ext.  256 


